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What would Jesus do? 

Irfana's journey from Pakistan to Deddington 


Shed tears for Bethlehem 

A pilgrimage ahead of the tanks 


Caroline is hurting 

Could she be a member of your church? 



The Diocese remembers 
her warm smile, her 
dignity 



DIOCESE OF OXFORD REPORTER JN '\ 1 H 

[7 WE BRING GOOD NEWS 

www.oxford.anglican.org 

MAY 2002 

No 132 

BERKSHIRE, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE AND OXFORDSHIRE V| 

P 




David Goldie: Bucks mourns their much loved Archdeacon 


THE Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, the Venerable 
David Goldie died on 7 April 
after a long illness. 

David Goldie became 
Archdeacon in 1998 following 
a remarkable 16 year ministry 
in Milton Keynes where his 
vision for an ecumenical church 
resulted in the bulding of the 


Church of Christ the 

Cornerstone dedicated ten 

years ago and often called the 
first ‘ecumenical cathedral’. 

The packed funeral service at 
St Mary’s, Aylesbury on 16 
April was a testimony to the life 
of a man whom the Bishop of 
Buckingham, Mike Hill said 
‘everybody liked and hundreds 


loved’. In his address the 
Bishop spoke of David’s love 
for his wife Rosemary and their 
three daughters, of his courtesy 
and sensitivity, of his humility 
and wisdom and of his delight- 
ful sense of humour. David, he 
said was a man of deep faith ‘a 
giant of a man’. 

Canon Tim Higgins, Team 


Rector of Aylesbury conducted 
the service and the intercessions 
were led by Mrs Penny Keens, 
Diocesan Synod Lay Chairman 
and the Revd Murdoch 
MacKenzie, * Ecumenical 
Moderator of Milton Keynes. 
Adrian Boynton, Director of 
Music at Christ the 
Cornerstone, led the music. 


Bucks is also mourning the 
death of another ecumenical 
giant, Canon Derek Palmer, the 
County’s Ecumenical Officer 
who died suddenly in 
Yorkshire on 20 March while 
attending a County Ecumenical 
Officers’ meeting. 

Obituaries and tributes for David Goldie 
and Derek Palmer are on pages 2 and 4. 


Book it 
or miss it! 

As the race for Canterbury hots up, George Carey draws 
in the bookings for the Diocesan Convention in July 


GEORGE CAREY is proving to 
be the hot favourite for the 
Saturday Programme of the 
Diocesan ‘Unconventional’ 
Convention in High Wycombe 
from 11 to 13 July. 

Three quarters of the people 
booking for Saturday are signing 
up to hear the Archbishop. His 
approaching retirement gives 
an added significance to his 
address which will be on 
‘Leadership in the Church in 
the 21st century’. 

Tony Campolo, a controversial 
speaker on issues of social justice 
and reconciliation, comes in a 
close second with about half the 
Convention delegates hoping to 
go to his talk. He recently told a 
Baptist gathering in America 
that churches spend too much 
money on themselves. ‘I don’t 
know how your theology works 
but if Jesus had a choice between 
a stained glass window and feed- 
ing starving kids I have a feeling 
he’d choose the starving kids’ he 


said. Of the ten main Saturday 
seminars, Tom Wright, the 
Biblical scholar and writer, is 
running neck and neck with 
Director of Christian Aid, 
Daleep Mukarji. Both will be 
speaking about Christianity 
and culture, although from 
different perspectives. 

The Convention is an extraor- 
dinary opportunity to explore 
what God is doing among us, 
and what could be,’ said the 
Revd Dr Alan Wilson, chairman 
of the Planning Group. He is 
urging people to book as soon 
as possible in order to ensure 
that their first choices of work- 
shops are available. ‘Some of 
the workshops on Thursday 
and Friday are already getting 
close to capacity,’ he says. 

Up to 3500 people are expect- 
ed on Saturday, 13 July, the last 
day of the Convention which is 
based at Wycombe Abbey 
School. The climax will be a 
Diocesan Eucharist ‘in the 


round’ at 4.30 pm in a giant 
marquee at which the Bishop 
of Oxford will celebrate and 
preach. A large choir and 
orchestra drawn from across 
the Diocese will be directed by 
Wanda Adams. The emphasis 
will be on ‘sharing life’ and 
individual prayers will be gath- 
ered up in baskets. 

The Saturday Programme also 
offers workshops, activities and 
displays on every aspect of 
church and community life with 
plenty to interest younger visi- 
tors from ‘Life in a Mongolian 
yurt’ to ‘Holy Clowns’ and 
‘Unfair Football’. 

And if you can’t come to the 
Convention, please pray for it 
especially on Thursdays at noon. 
There is also a regularly updated 
prayer chain. For details contact 
Gill Poole gill.poole@cms- 
uk.org or 17 Fane Road, 
Marston, Oxford OX3 ORZ. 
There are full details of the Saturday 
Programme on page 1 8. 



MORNING HAS BROKEN On Easter Sunday Tackley in Oxfordshire celebrates the Resurrection with 
a large cross of flesh flowers on the village green. Frank Blackwell's photograph shows the cross being dec- 
orated by (left to right): Caroline and Linda Miller, Sylvia Rainey, Olive Richardson, Jan Grimwood and Vi 
Banbury. The death of the Queen Mother made this annual ceremony more significant than ever before. 
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In him the Church and the wider community have lost a great man 

The Bishop of Buckingham pays tribute to the Venerable David Goldie, Archdeacon of Buckingham who died on 7 April 2002 


DAVID GOLDIE was brought up 
in Scotland in Glasgow and 
Dumbarton in a Christian 
home. He had one sister, 
Margaret to whom he remained 
close all his life. His father was 
to become the Bishop of 
Glasgow and Galloway. David 
was educated at the Glasgow 
Academy, Glasgow University, 
(where he was organ scholar) 
and then trained for ordination 
at Westcott House, Cambridge 
and Fitzwilliam College. 


The Bishop of Oxford 

David was a sensitive, gen- 
tle, genuinely good person. I 
and other colleagues will 
miss him very much. I am 
also deeply grateful for his 
20-year ministry in the 
Diocese, especially the 
remarkable and lasting 
achievement of the Church 
of Christ the Cornerstone. 


Despite his love of Scotland, 
David chose to begin his min- 
istry in England. He was 
ordained in Bristol Cathedral at 
Michaelmas 1970 and served 
his first curacy in the parish of 
Christ Church, Swindon, where 
the late Revd Canon Derek 
Palmer was his training incum- 
bent. The ecumenical parish of 


Mrs Penny Keens, Diocesan 
Synod Lay Chairman* 

David Goldie is remembered 
with great affection in Milton 
Keynes. He came in 1982 to 
be Priest Missioner, was Vicar 
of Christ the Cornerstone, 
Rural Dean, and then 
Borough Dean, before he left 
in 1998. David was part of 
the group who had the vision 
for an Ecumenical Moderator 
to be a key focus of unity. But 
for many of us the City Centre 
Church, dedicated ten years 
ago, will be his memorial: his 
sure touch is visible in the 
building - a reminder of his 
resolute faith and witness. 

* Also Lay Chairman of Milton Keynes 
Deanery 1 979-90 and 1 993-2002 


Swindon Old Town, was one of 
the first of its kind in the coun- 
try. It is alleged that it came 
about following Derek Palmer’s 
Institution because Free Church 
representatives uttered ‘warm 
ecumenical words’. The ecu- 


menical dimension to David’s 
time at Christ Church shaped 
profoundly the rest of his ministry. 

In 1973, David and Rosemary 
(he had married Rosemary 
Robson in December 1969) 
moved north to Scotland at the 
invitation of the Revd James 
McGill of St Ninian’s Troon 
who was ‘looking after’ the 
Irvine ‘Piscies’ and David was to 
work in Irvine. He was appoint- 
ed as Mission Priest. A first pri- 
ority was to find somewhere for 
the congregation to worship as 
they had no building of their 
own. An invitation was made 
by the Revd John Harris, a 
Minister of the Church of 
Scotland, for the Episcopal con- 
gregation to meet in his church, 
St Andrew’s. This was the begin- 
ning of a long and happy rela- 
tionship. The Episcopal Church 
undertook to add an extension 
to St Andrew’s, but the two con- 
gregations had to find the 
money for the furniture and fit- 
tings. David’s leadership pro- 
vided much of the commit- 
ment and enthusiasm needed 
to bring off this combined 
project and both congrega- 


tions held him in high esteem. 

In 1975 David was asked to 
become also the Rector of 
Ardrossan. During the years in 
Scotland, his faithful, inspira- 
tional and diplomatic ministry 
had a profound impact on 


young and old alike and the 
congregations grew. 

In 1982 David and his young 
family (his three daughters, 
Heather, Katrina and Louise 
were all bom during David’s 
time in Scotland) moved back to 
England. Initially David was 
appointed as Priest Missioner in 
the exciting new city of Milton 


The Venerable John Morrison, 
Archdeacon of Oxford 

David and I came to Bucks at 
the same time. We met at a 
'newcomers' party, sitting on 
the floor, fearful about spilling 
our wine on Bishop Simon's 
carpet. Later he was the most 
delightful of colleagues as a fel- 
low Dean (Borough in his case, 
Rural in mine), and 
Archdeacon. Among many 
memories one I shall specially 
cherish is the Good Friday ser- 
vice when the cross was placed 
on the dome of Christ the 
Cornerstone. It will always be 
for me a monument to David, a 
powerful reminder that his suf- 
fering valiantly and cheerfully 
borne crowned a ministry 


Keynes. By 1986 he had become 
the Vicar of Christ the 
Cornerstone, the new city centre 
church which met in the local 
library. The former Bishop of 
Reading, the Rt Revd John 
Bone, who was then 
Archdeacon of Buckingham at 
the time recalls David’s ministry: 
‘When David arrived in Milton 
Keynes, it was quickly recog- 
nised that Scotland’s gift to the 
Diocese was an outstanding 
young priest. When Robin 
Baker - whose vision and ener- 
gy had inspired the notion of a 
? great ecumenical city church - 
f moved on in 1986, David was 
§. the obvious choice to succeed 
7 him as incumbent and leader of 
3- the project. 

? Few who were present will 
| forget their first sight of the 
= great church of Christ the 


The Right Revd John Bone* 

I came to know David best 
through sharing with him in 
the planning process for the 
building of Christ the 
Cornerstone. His grasp of 
detail, imagination and flair, 
and aesthetic judgement were 
key in bringing the dream to 
fruition. More importantly it 
has been his warmth, quiet 
humour, the ability to draw 
people together, and the 
obvious fact that he walked 
closely with God, that I have 
most valued. 


Cornerstone at its dedication by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and other ecumenical leaders in 
the presence of the Queen in 
1992. That it combines a won- 
derful liturgical space for the 
worship of the denominations 
who share it, with spaces for a 
mission that reaches out to the 
unchurched and a ministry to 
the disadvantaged, in a building 
worthy of great civic and cultur- 
al gatherings, is largely due to 
his flair and imagination.’ 

Within the Diocese and 
beyond, David was widely 
known and hugely appreciated. 
He served on a variety of ecu- 


The Revd Murdoch 
Mackenzie Milton Keynes 
Ecumenical Moderator 

For 20 years David served the 
people of Milton Keynes. His 
wisdom, his vision, his abiding 
faithfulness especially during 
his illness, his prayerful ness, 
his pastoral care, his theologi- 
cal awareness, his family life, 
his Scottishness, his gifts in 
music and worship and his 
ecumenical commitment will 
encourage and inspire us for 
many years to come. 


menical committees and work- 
ing parties, both locally and 
nationally. He represented the 
Diocese on General Synod con- 
tinuously from 1990. He was 
Chairman of the Diocesan 
Synod’s # House of Clergy from 
1991 until 1998. In all his vari- 
ous committee responsibilities 
his reflective wisdom, gentle but 
firm guidance and his interest in 
people made him greatly respect- 
ed and valued. His profound 
spirituality and deep faith 
made him a sought after spiri- 
tual director and quiet 
day/retreat leader. 

In 1998 he became 
Archdeacon of Buckingham. 
Clergy and laity alike loved 
him and valued his humble 
wisdom. His work with church 
wardens was widely appreciat- 
ed. He was certainly not just a 
‘drains and gutters’ 
Archdeacon but focussed his 
ministry upon people. He had 
a fertile mind and his first class 
preaching was fed by the 
breadth of his reading. In all he 
did his gentle humour was 
always close at hand. 

David loved his work and 
gave himself selflessly to it, but 
there was much more to his life 
than that. His dear wife and 
three wonderful daughters 
were very special to him. Much 
of who he was and what he 
achieved was built upon the 
firm foundation of his family 
to whom he gave much and 
from whom he received much. 


He enjoyed travel and had a 
particular love affair with 
France where he and his family 
spent many happy holidays. 
With his fondness for France 
came his liking for a glass of 
good wine. He was an accom- 
plished musician and whenever 
an opportunity arose he 
revealed his not inconsiderable 
ability as an organist. He loved 
the cinema and art, frequently 
visiting the galleries on days off. 
Those who knew David well 


The Revd Elizabeth Welch 
National Moderator of the 
URC Church 

David and I worked together 
for 13 years in Milton Keynes. 
He was a gentle, gracious and 
caring colleague, with a pas- 
sionate commitment to ecu- 
menism. .The design of the 
church of Christ the 
Cornerstone with the large 
doors of welcome and the 
inclusive circle of the worship 
area reflected David's trust in 
the all-embracing arms of the 
God of love and his desire to 
serve this God by taking to his 
heart all in need. 


will never forget the way he 
dealt with the illness that 
marked the latter part of his 
time amongst us. There is no 
doubt that his positive attitude, 
his faithfulness and bravery, 
inspired and encouraged many. 
He very quickly proved himself 
as a favourite amongst those 
who cared for him. Few, if any, 
will disagree with the proposi- 
tion that in David Goldie, the 
Church and the wider commu- 
nity have lost a great man. His 
kindness, humility and generos- 
ity of spirit helped those who 
knew him to understand better 
what true grace looks like. 

Following some further med- 
ical treatment, David’s condi- 
tion very suddenly deteriorated. 
He died on Sunday 7 April with 
his family at his bedside. Thanks 
be to God. 

+Michael Buckingham 
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CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ADVERTISING 

PUBLISHER. 

In the event of any error, misprint or omission in the printing of an 
advertisement, or part of an advertisement, the publisher will either re- 
insert the advert or make a reasonable refund or adjustment to the 
cost of the advert. 

In no circumstances shall the total liability of the publisher be that for 
any error ormisprint or omission exceed 


(a) the full amount of a full refund of the price paid to the publisher for 
theadvertisement in connection with which liability arose or 

(b) the cost of a further or corrected advertisement of a type and stan- 
dard reasonably comparable to that in connection with which the liabili- 
ty arose. 

COPY. 

All copy is subject to approval of the publisher who reserves the right 
to refuse, amend, withdraw or otherwise deal with advertisements sub- 
mitted to them at their discretion and without explanation. 
CANCELLATION, 

Advertisements, once booked can be cancelled no later than 7 days 
prior to thepublication date. 

BO X N UMBERS. 

Box number replies will be forwarded as soon as possible. We do not 
accept liability in respect of any loss or damage alleged to have arisen 
through delay in forwarding such replies, however caused. 

ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION. 

We are able to receive copy electronically by ISDN and E-mail. Please 
liaise with your customer account manager to establish the format in 
which the copy should be sent. 

CR EDI T - T ERMS. 

1. All accounts must be paid within 14 days of date of invoice unless a 
credit account is opened. Advertisers given a credit status must settle 
invoices within 28 days of the date of invoice. The existence of a query 
on an individual account does not affect the due date of payment. 

2. All advertisers are subject to VAT at the current rate where applica- 
ble. 

3. All advertisers must raise a query with regard to an invoice within 7 
days of the date of the invoice. We will aim to reply to any queries 
raised within 7 days of a written receipt of the query. 


RAILWAY RELICS 

wanted 

COLLECTOR PURCHASES 
LOCOMOTIVE NAME/ NUMBER 
PLATES, STATION SIGNS, OLD 
POSTERS, CARRIAGE PRINTS, 
CLOCKS, SIGNALLING ITEMS ETC. 
HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

TEL: 01788 521481 


Carol in 


Crowthe 


ALONE? 

The specialist 
introduction 
agency for 
The Thames 
Valley Area 

01934 712900 

www.carolinecrowther.com 


SIN6LE AND CHRISTIAN? 

New friends through 
penfriendship, holidays, 
meet-ups etc. Quarterly 
magazine. All ages. All areas. 

Brochures from:- 
CHRISTIAN FRIENDSHIP 
FELLOWSHIP 
Dept A16, Bawtry Hall, 

Doncaster DN10 6JH 

Tel: 01302 711007 

Email: cff@lineone.net 
www.c-f-f.co.uk 


SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 
fsiltd@aol.com 


OLD RAILWAY 
TICKETS 

(Particularly Pre 1 950 
and especially platform) 
wanted for private 
collection. 

Tel: 01227 830344 


FIRST DAY COVERS and 
PRESENTATION PACKS 

Free competitive price list 
available now 
Jonathan Gilbert, 
FREEPOST ANG 7133, 
Bedford MK42 OYA 

(012341 325531 



Is your church planning 
to start making new 
kneelers, if so I can 
stretch and straighten 
your canvases, sew them 
up, and fill them with 91b 
of chip foam cut to size. 
Call Jacquie for a very 
competitive price. 


CtaCfLLLEL 


JSt, 


61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford 0X5 3 AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 



Wedding 


Call lain on: 01844 218835 
or 07884 268761 

See our website at: 
www.fairweather.co.uk 


CONNECT 

TWO 

Register for single, widowed 
and divorced Christians 
seeking friends, companion 
or future partner. 

Tel: 01604 641663 

E-mail: 

connecttwo20oo@hotmail.com 



czdj- CJoU oj- -Hacz 

Hand Worked Tatted Lace 
Cards & Stationery, Ideal for 
Christenings, Weddings & Sympathy 
www.atouchoflace.co.uk 

dfd: OJ4QJ 83g3QO 


COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered 
Registered with BACP & UKRC 
Member of FPC(WPF) 

Tel: 01 18 973 4801 


ABINGDON 

STONE & MARBLE LTD 


Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
A1 types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 
Discount for O. A. P.’s 
Prepayment memorial service offered 


ABINGDON 

(01235) 520617 - (01235) 528285 

FAX: (01235) 530739 


www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 
161 A OCR STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 
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News 


We remember her warm 



smile and her selfless sense of duty . . . 


‘THE vast numbers filing past 
the coffin in Westminster Hall 
and the great crowds that lined 
the streets for her funeral, con- 
vey more than words can the 
affection and respect in which 
Her late Majesty, The Queen 
Mother was held,’ said the 
Bishop of Oxford, the Right 
Revd Richard Harries. He was 
preaching at a Memorial 
Evensong for The Queen 
Mother at Christ Church 
Cathedral, Oxford on 12 April 
attended by civic dignatories 
from all over Oxfordshire. 

‘She was a royal presence: but 
she was at the same time some- 
one who conveyed humanity - 
the warm smile on which so 
many have remarked, the inter- 
est she took in things and peo- 
ple, her willingness to be her- 
self,’ he said. 

Above all, said the Bishop, her 


life was characterised by a 
sense of duty combined with a 
great capacity for enjoyment 
and behind all these qualities 
was her Christian faith which 
was no merely notional affair. 

‘Her family had been influ- 
enced by the Tractarians and it 
was at the heart of her life. The 
Strathmore motto, the family 
into which she was bom, is ‘In 
thou, my God, I place my trust, 
without change, to the end’. It 
was a motto that she made a 
reality in her life, Bishop 
Richard said. 

Nearly 100 Christians in the 
centre of Oxford gathered at St 
Aldate’s Church, Oxford to 
watch the Queen Mother’s 
funeral on big screens with the 
words of the service projected 
overhead. The suggestion for 
screening the service ‘off air’ 
came from the Associate Priest, 


the Revd John Chorlton who 
welcomed people into church 
‘to share the privilege of wit- 
nessing these historic events 
together’. In the congregation 
was Wendy Austin who said: 
‘It is fantastic that the church 
opened. It’s so much nicer to 
share the event rather than stay 
at home. There is a real sense of 
community.’ 


Pictures: (right ) The Queen Mother 
on a visit to Harpsden, a small ham- 
let in the Chi Items, in the Oxford 
Diocese in November 1975. She 
came to open a vestry room exten- 
sion. 'Her Majesty characteristically 
insisted on meeting and talking indi- 
vidually to everyone present 7 said the 
the Oxford Diocesan Magazine 
report, (left) Within an hour of the 
announcement of the Queen 
Mother's death churches flew the 
Union flag at half mast. Flags were 
also laid amongst the carpets of 
flowers at the gates of Windsor 



‘Astounding’ response from bellringers around the Diocese 


‘THE response from ringers around the 
Diocese over the death of the Queen 
Mother has been astounding’ said Bobbie 
May of the Oxford Diocesan Guild of 
Bellringers ‘Within half an hour of the 
announcement of the Queen Mother’s 
death, the Steeple Aston ringers, put on 
their muffles and rang all eight bells.’ 
Over the Easter week-end muffled and 
open tributes were paid by Bradwell, 


Milton Keynes, Steeple Aston and East 
Ilsley. On the day of the funeral bells were 
tolled, in many cases, 101 times. At 
Kintbury the Gordon Richards memorial 
bell given by her Majesty the Queen when 
the bells were rehung was tolled. Quarter 
peals, muffled before the funeral service 
and open afterwards were rung at many 
churches including Shrivenham where 
tower captain, Tony Crabtree went into 


the primary school to explain the signifi- 
cance of the ringing to the children. At 
Great Haseley many of the ringers were 
children. 

At Wantage a quarter peal of Grandsire 
was rung before a Requiem Mass for the 
Queen Mother and the tenor tolled for an 
hour by each of the eight ringers in turn, 
including four women, no mean feat as the 
Wantage tenor weighs over a ton. 


Remembering the Falklands 20 years on 


In defence of the Cricket Cup! 


THE FALKLAND Islands 
Memorial Chapel at 
Pangbourne College is 
building a Cairn to mark the 
20th anniversary of the 
Falklands War. 

The Trustees of the Chapel 
have launched the Stone 
from Home Project. They are 
inviting anyone who can to 
bring a stone to the Chapel 
as a memorial to those who 
were killed in the British 
Force in 1982. The students 
of Pangbourne College will 
then build these stones into a 
single rough Cairn. The pro- 
ject was launched at 11am 
on Tuesday 2 April, the 20th 


anniversary of Argentina’s 
invasion, when Admiral Sir 
Sandy Woodward, who com- 
manded the Falkland’s Battle 
Group in 1982, received the 
first stones at the Chapel. 

The tradition of building 
memorial Cairns from ran- 
dom stones is a Celtic one. It 
is said that Celtic warriors 
placed stones in a pile before 
battle and that each survivor 
removed one afterwards; 
those remaining become a 
memorial to the fallen. 

The Annual Service of 
Remembrance in the Falkland 
Islands Memorial Chapel will 
be on the 16 June. 


‘Time for the 
adults to go out’ 

ST PETER’S Church in Furze 
Platt is having a ‘month with a 
difference’, starting on 21 
April. Instead of children leav- 
ing the service for Young 
Church, the adults are going out. 

Each week there will be four 
topics to choose from. Rather 
than simply listening, members 
of the church will have an 
opportunity to engage with a 
theme. ‘Pilgrim Hearts’ a 
Christian creative arts group will 
be providing a programme of 
activities for the children. The 
Revd Lee Rayfield said one of 
the reasons the church is doing 
this is to provide more creative 
ways to engage with Gods word. 


Full steam ahead for 
Jubilee preparations 

PLANS to bring the National 
Service of Thanksgiving for 
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee 
into the heart of local 
towns and villages are 
going ahead. The Service is at 
St Paul’s Cathedral at 1 1.30am 
on 4 June and as result of an 
initiative by the Bishop of 
Dorchester; St Paul’s has given 
permission for local churches 
to set up large screen television 
projectors so that they can 
screen the service ‘off air.’ To 
download the service sheets go 
to www.goldenjubilee.gov.uk 

We hope to include details of your 
Jubilee celebrations in June. 
Please tell The DOOR by 10 May. 


THE OXFORD Diocesan 
Cricket Team is looking to 
repeat the glorious campaign of 
last season and successfully 
defend The Church Times Cup. 
The side never rests on its laurels 
and wants to encourage new 
players to join the playing 
squad. As well as The Church 
Times competition, there are 
friendly games catering for all 
standards. So if you would like 
to play then please contact Tom 
Moffatt on 01635 862616 or 
tom@moffatt20.freeserve.co.uk 
In the Church Times competi- 
tion this yeai; we are able to field 
two players in each team who 
are not ordained. However they 


must hold a bishop’s licence or 
be in full time employment as a 
church worker. So if you are, 
for example, a LLM or a youth 
worker and would like to play 
then please get in touch. And if 
you are about to appoint a full- 
time church worker perhaps 
you might like to ask whether 
they play cricket or not! 

We hope to supply The 
DOOR with details of our fix- 
tures during the season and 
supporters would be most wel- 
come at our games. If last year’s 
final is anything to go by, you 
will need to bring your own 
sedatives to calm the nerves. 

Tom Moffatt 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaicf Dresses 


Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 
Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 

Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 


Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (0118) 9508959 
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People & places 


Healing God’s land 


SNIPPETS 


Man of warmth and vision 

Tony Dickinson remembers Canon Derek Palmer, County 
Ecumenical Officer for Churches Together in Bucks, who died on 
20 March 2002 while attending an ecumenical conference 


A ROCHA UK is providing 
resources for Churches to 
focus on Biblical teaching 
about God’s world to cele- 
brate Conservation Sunday 
on 9 June. The theme will 
be Healing the Land. The 


A REPORT to be launched on 
April 26 at New Road Baptist 
Church, Oxford lays bare the 
causes and effect of personal 
debt. The principal speaker will 
be Dr Evan Harris, MP 
The report, which comes out 
of a Debt Hearing mounted in 
November 2001 by the Oxford 


THE Reading based charity 
PACT (Parents and Children 
Together) is appealing for 
African, Caribbean, Asian 
Muslim and ‘dual-origin’ fam- 
ilies to support its ‘Black 
Families’, long term fostering 
project. Across Britain there 


EARLIER this year Jonathan 
Aitken, 59, took part in a fact- 
finding visit to China and South 
East Asia on behalf of Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide (CSW). 
He has joined the board of per- 
secuted Church charity CSW. 
Now studying at Wycliffe Hall, 


ON Wednesday 19 June the 
Trade Justice Movement is 
organising a mass lobby of 
Parliament. TJM are a fast 
expanding group of organisa- 
tions including Christian Aid, 


WE hope to include our unique 
guide to churches and church 
centre coffee shops in the 
Oxford Diocese offering refresh- 
ments in the summer months 
(once a week qualifies!). If you 


pack includes looking at the 
ecological and community 
dimensions of ‘Healing the 
Land’. 

Conservation Sunday packs from: 

A Rocha UK, 13 Avenue Road, 
Southall, Middlesex, UB1 3BL. 


Committee for Church Action 
on Poverty, includes criticism 
of banks, utilities and local 
authorities the Benefits Agency. 
Bureaucracy and inefficiency 
can mean that people are left 
penniless and threatened by the 
bailiffs. There will be more about 
the report in the June DOOR. 


are around 5000 children 
looking for permanent new 
homes because their own fam- 
ilies cannot meet their needs. 

Anyone interested in fostering 
through the Black Families pro- 
ject is asked to contact Sonnia 
Mogg on 0800 731 1845. 


Jonathan Aitken said ‘I have 
long been interested in CSW 
and my commitment to this 
excellent charity was cemented 
by the visit I made to China and 
South East Asia.’ 

For information on CSW contact 
Richard Chilvers on 020 894 90587 


who are concerned about the 
damaging effect of interna- 
tional trade rules on the poor- 
est people in the world. All are 
welcome say the organisers. 
www.tradejusticemovement.org.uk 


want to be included please send 
the information by 1 June 
including brief menu details, 
wheel chair access, opening 
times and a phone number. Our 
address/email is on page 3. 


The Bishop and Sheila 



ON 1 1 March the Rt Revd Colin 
Fletcher; Bishop of Dorchester 
made a ‘Your Countryside - 
Your Welcome’ visit to George 
Fenemore’s farm near Banbury. 
George Fenemore, pictured 
above with Colin Fletcher and 
Sheila the lamb, is also Church 
Warden at SS Peter and Paul in 
the Deddington Deanery. 

On the 5 May we celebrate 
Rogation Sunday, a time to 
pray for your farming and 
agricultural community. 
Green ribbons and ideas for 
worship are available from 
the Diocesan Rural Officer 
Glyn Evans 01608 674805 


Jairus is raised in Thame 

Christians in Thame are 
putting on a musical version 
of the Biblical story of the 
raising of Jairus’ daughter, 
never been before been per- 
formed outside Chicago. 
‘Jairus’ is being produced by 
Inter Church Productions, a 
creative group drawn from 
seven differerent Thame 
churches whose aim is to share 
the Gospel through high quali- 
ty drama and music. Their pro- 
ductions of Godspell won 
much acclaim. 

Mark Dyckhoff, a member of 
ICP heard about ‘Jairus’ on a 
visit to Willow Creek, a church 
in a Chicago suburb with a 
weekly attendance of 20,000 
and a world wide reputation 
for using the arts to spread the 
Gospel. However it took 12 
months of negotiations before 
Willow Creek were satisfied 
that ICP shared their commit- 
ment to ‘excellence, openness 
to all and togetherness’. They 
are the first group outside 
Willow Creek to perform it. 

‘Jairus’ will be on at Lord 
William Lower School from 4 - 
8 June at 7.45pm, Saturday 


matinee at 2.30pm. 

Thame also has another first to 
shout about. Debbie Bames, a 
member of St Mary’s Church 
has had a number one hit with 
her track ‘You are the Lord’ 
from the ‘Lay Hold’ Album on 
UCB Europe, the digital radio 
station. She will be performing at 
St Mary’s on 10 May at 8pm 
and at the H3 Festival in Milton 
Keynes on 22 June. 

Tickets for Jairus and Debbie 
Bames are available from the 
Thame information Centre on 
01844 212834 or contact Sarah 
Dykhoff on 01844 290279. 



After seven years as 
Chairman of the Oxford 
Diocesan Council for the 
Deaf, the Revd David 
Manship retired on 31 
March. He is pictured above 
receiving a farewell gift from 
the ODCD Chaplain, Roger 
Williams. The Venerable 
Eddie Shiras, a retired priest 
who has recently moved to 
Abingdon from Winchester 
has taken over as Chairman. 


Jane just kept running 



The Diocesan Rural Officer’s 
wife Jane Evans, (pictured 
above at the 25 mile mark), ran 
the London Marathon on 
Sunday 21 April and raised 
over £6000 for the Katherine 
Hospice at Adderbury. 


DEREK PALMER was bom in 

1928. After graduating from 
Cambridge in 1950 he trained 
for ministry at Wells 
Theological College. In 1968 he 
became Vicar of Christ Church, 
Swindon where his commitment 
to ecumenism blos- 
somed. It was here 
too that a young 
Scotsman called 
David Goldie came 
to be his curate. 

From Swindon, 

Derek went in 
1977 to Rochester 
as Archdeacon, 
where he stayed six 
years before mov- 
ing to the then 
Board for Mission 
and Unity as ‘Home 
Secretary’. 

In 1987, after 
piloting the ground- 
breaking national 
Lent Course, ‘What 
on Earth is the 
Church For?’ he 
returned to parish 
ministry as Team 
Rector of Dronfield 
in Derbyshire, 
which he developed 
into a model of ecu- 
menical collaboration. At this 
time he was also appointed a 
Chaplain to the Queen. 

On his retirement in 1995, 
Derek Palmer moved to 
Banbury with Cecilie and their 
son, Nigel, just when the 
Buckinghamshire Ecumenical 
Council was looking for a new 
Secretary and Derek was 
appointed to the post that 
required a notional two days’ 
work a week. 

Derek, of course, gave far 
more. Whether he was reshap- 
ing the Buckinghamshire 
Ecumenical Council into 
Churches Together in 
Buckinghamshire, promoting 
the ‘Called to be One’ process, 
setting up the county-wide cel- 
ebration of ‘Pentecost 2000’, 
or supporting local ecumenical 
groups, Derek Palmer drew on 
his immense experience of 
working with Christians of dif- 
ferent traditions. 

On the day of his death anoth- 
er veteran of the ecumenical 


movement, Robert Jeffery, Sub- 
Dean of Christ Church, who 
had known Derek since his 
Swindon days, paid tribute to 
his single-minded keenness and 
enthusiasm for the ecumenical 
cause. His energy and vision, 
he said, often the 
envy of col- 
leagues 20 years 
his junior; were 
always at the ser- 
vice of Christians 
wanting to work 
together for the 
glory of God and 
the coming of his 
kingdom. 

Tim Higgins, 
Area Dean of 
Aylesbury, worked 
closely with Derek 
in organising 
‘Pentecost 2000’ 
and in planting an 
ecumenical church 
on the new 
Fairford Leys 
estate in Aylesbury. 
On learning of 
Derek’s death, he 
commented ‘The 
image of Derek is 
so vivid it will be 
difficult to walk 
the landscape 
without seeing him!’ 

Derek Palmer was in his 
mid-seventies when he died, 
but he never stopped explor- 
ing new possibilities. He was 
keenly aware of the opportu- 
nities which the media could 
open up for the Churches. He 
was quick to see the openings 
offered by the new structures 
of regional government for 
faith communities working v 
together. He had just persuad- 
ed Church leaders in Bucks to 
meet regularly to plan strategi- 
cally for mission and ministry. 

For all these things, and for 
the warmth of his personality 
and the breadth of his vision, 
he will be greatly missed. We 
give thanks for his rich and 
varied life, and we remember in 
our prayers, his widow Cecilie, 
and their sons Nigel and Martin. 
Tony Dickinson is Anglican 
Ecumenical Officer for Bucks. A 
Thanksgiving Service for the life and 
work of Derek Palmer is due to take 
place at St Mary's, Banbury at 3pm 
on Saturday, 27 April. 


Sight impaired people can now get a free audio 
version of The DOOR by contacting Graham 
Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 


Report on Debt Hearing 


PACT’S rainbow appeal 


Aitken to help suffering Church 


Crying out for justice 


The DOOR’s Church Tea guide 



‘The ecumenical parish 
of Swindon Old Town 
was one of the first in the 
country. It is impossible 
to overestimate the 
extent to which Derek's 
absolute commitment to 
Christians of other tradi- 
tions has transformed my 
own minsitry. It is highly 
likely that I might not 
have found my way to 
Milton Keynes if I had 
not first found my way to 
Swindon .’ David Goldie 

David wrote these words after 
Derek died and a few days 
before his own death. 


SNOWDONIA 

NEAR BALA 

Delightful period riverside 
cottage in peaceful 
surroundings - glorious views. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, 
well furnished. 

Also 2 bedroom cottage style 
bungalow. Brochure: 

Telephone: 

01341 450238 


CHRISTIAN 

HOLIDAY 

CENTRE 

Nr. Honiton, Devon 

6 self-catering cottages 
Special offers available 
from only £85 per week. 

UNTIL MID-JULY 

Within easy reach of 
Sea & Moors. 

Phone for brochure 

01404 841238 



www.christianholidays.co.uk 

The Christian 
Holiday People 

7 Centres situated in the most beautiful areas of Britain 

Ideal for Family and Church Holidays: Conferences: 
Mid Week Breaks: School Parties: Activity Weeks: 
Special Interest Breaks: Alpha Groups etc. 


Beechwood Court 
Conwy, N. Wales 
ft 01492 593405 
St Rhadagunds 
Ventnor, Isle of Wight 
ft 01983 852160 
Ye Homesteade 
Sheringham, Norfolk 
ft 01263 822524 


Brockley Hall 
Saltburn, North Yorks 
ft 01287 622329 
St Winifreds 
Rhos-on-Sea, N. Wales 
ft 01492 544128 
2002 Colour brochure 
plus further details 
ft 01695 573372 


Lowenna Manor 
Rock, Cornwall 
ft 01208 862230 
The Pleasaunce 
Overstrand, Norfolk 
ft 01263 579 212 
Coach Holidays 
To all the centres 
^ 01200 424801 


Self catering bungalows in the grounds of Lowenna Manor, 
The Pleasaunce and St Rhadagunds 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres Ltd 

. — A Registered Charity . 





Tel 


GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Liz Pedlow 

: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: aprilcottage.guesthouse@tesco.net 
wwn.aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
NON SMOKING 


Beechfield House 

Hotel & Restaurant 
A Comfortable Victorian Country House Hotel 
Set in 8 acres of Secluded Gardens. 

Dinner, Bed & Breakfast from £60 p.p.p.n. 
minimum stay 2 nights. 

Relax and unwind in our elegant and 
beautifully furnished, family owned hotel. 

1 mile away from the National Trust village of Lacock, 

15 miles from Bath and surrounded by the beautiful 
Wiltshire countryside. 

Please call for details 01225-703700 Fax: 01225-790118 

Website: www. beechfieldhouse. co. uk 
Email: csm @ beechfieldhouse. co. uk 

Beechfield House, Beanacre, Nr Melksham, Wilts SN 1 2 7PU 



Peace in rural France 

Our Loire f ^ * 

Valley 
tranquil 
riverside 
house in a charming village near 
Saumur is simply furnished, but 
comfortable. You can fish from 
the garden and good food, 
swimming, bike rides, tennis etc 
are close at hand. It is available 
from May to October inclusive 
and sleeps six plus; £150 to £250 
per week but reductions are 
possible especially for those in 
ministry. Telephone: 

01993 813569 evenings 
or 0976 438336 day. 


remsvQttE 

QUALITY RESIDENTIAL 
FACILITY FOR HIRE 
(all year round) 

Sleeps 16 persons, Self 
Catering, single and bunk bed 
accommodation 

Location: Forest of Dean, Glos 

Ideal for youth Groups, 
Family Groups, 

School Groups 
Other adventure activities 
locally are; Canoeing • Caving 
• Mountain biking 
• Rock Climbing • Absailing 
• Pony Trekking • Fishing 
For further information 
please ring Sean 
on 01594 563072 


Community of All Hallows 

Retreat Centres full board for group bookings. 
Retreat Houses full board or self-catering. 
Beautiful 47 acres on Norfolk/Suffolk border. 

Ideal for individual or group booking. 

Also a programme of Retreats throughout the year. 
Mid-week reductions. 

Leaflets available from the secretary. 
Community of All Hallows 
A registered charity. 

Anglican (open to all). 

Belsey Bridge Road, Ditchingham, Bungay, Suffolk NR35 2DT 

Tel: 01986 892749 

Fax: 01986 895838 

Email: secretary@allhallowsconvent.fsbusiness.co.uk 



knights! ftest 

20 Queens Road 
Shanklin 

Isle of Wight P037 6AW 

01983 862727 

www.knights-rest.co.uk 


Bed & Breakfast. Open all year. 
Adults only. Ideal relaxing break. 

2 mins beach, town and old village. 
Special Offers 


' CANAL HOLIDAYS 

Discover Britain's Hidden World! 

Relax and cruise through beautiful country-side. 
Comfortable 2-12 berth boats. It's easy. Tuition included. 
It's fun! You can bring your pet! Short breaks. 

MIDDLEWICH NARROWBOATS 

28 Canal Terrace, Middlewich, 

Cheshire CW10 9BD. Tel: 01606 832460 
v www.middlewichboats.co.uk , 


(A CREAT HOLIDAY UUOER CAUVASp 


Fun/Action 



Christian 
Teaching 

meMs 

For- Young people 10-21yrs 

Between 27th July & 10th August 
Where:Devon & Dorset/Costs: from £90 
Details /UMeo from : Youth Office WEC International, 
Bulstrode, Oxford Rd, Gerrards Cross, Bucks, SL9 8SZ. 
Tel: 01 753 2781 13 E-mail: < youth-butstrode@lineone net > 
website: www.weccamps.com / registered charity 237005 FW G/v 
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Interview. . . 


God in the life of 


Irfana means ‘somebody who loves God’, and that love is very evident in the life of Irfana 
Riffat. Originally from Pakistan, she has been in England for nearly two years with Time for 

God. She counts it a privilege to ‘serve God's people’ as a youth 
worker in' the Deddington Deanery. Her desire is to bridge the gap 
between different cultures through God’s love. 


Irfana Riffat 


I WAS born into a Christian 
family in Lahore, but it wasn’t 
until I felt the love of God in 
my life that I became a 
Christian. I had support from 
my parents, but what actually 
changed me was the death of 
my sister in 1995. She was 23 
years old when she died. 
Twelve hours before her death 
she wrote: 

‘God blesses those who have 
faith in Him , He has blessed 
me with a new life , I have 
faith in Him. Faith depends 
on a person. ’ 

These words really touched 
me. She had such an assur- 
ance that she was going to 
enter into a new life, and from 
there the word faith has been 
in my mind. That is what 
changed me and brought me 
closer to God. I was 20 when 
she died. 

Finding Time for God 

After I finished school, I went 
to college for four years and 
did my Bachelor of Arts, then 
I did an additional degree 
with double maths and statis- 
tics. After I had finished my 
studies I was teaching in the 
same school where I studied - 
the Convent of Jesus and 
Mary, the best girls school in 

Photograph Frank Blackwell 
Interview: Jemimah Wright 


Lahore! From the nuns I 
learnt moral values, polite- 
ness, discipline, love, and 
respect for all. I thank my 
parents for putting me in 



such a good school and I am 
proud to be a part of CJM. 
In 2000 I came to England 
through an organisation 
called Time for God. One of 
my friends had worked with 
them, and when she went to 
Pakistan she told me how 
they needed volunteers to 
work in different parts of the 
world. I was very interested in 
social work or youth work, 
and I applied and was chosen. 
^ Last year I was in Leeds for 
the whole year doing youth 
work. I enjoyed it so much 


that I wanted to do another 
year, so I came here to Oxford 
to the Deddington Deanery. 

It’s absolutely wonderful. I 
am thankful to God for giving 
me the opportunity to serve 
His people in a different 
country. I hope I have been 
able to bridge the gap 
between different cultures, by 
telling people that no matter 
which race, religion or culture 
you come from, the love of 
Jesus is just the same for 
everyone, never changing. I 
am doing my best to get this 


message across to the kids I 
work with and to the people I 
meet. 

I go into different churches 
and help with the youth clubs. 
It is great because I believe 
making friends and loving peo- 
ple is the key way of preaching 
the gospel. That is what Jesus 
did. He loved people without 
any discrimination. I believe 
when we love people and make 
them our friends, the commu- 
nication is much easier. Love is 
the basis of everything. 

My blessings are always 
greater than the bad things. 
When 1 1 September hap- 
pened, I had already applied 
for my visitor’s visa to go to 
the US for a holiday. 
Everybody kept telling me 
that the way things are, I 
wouldn’t get a visitors visa 
because the embassies were 
closed. In Pakistan getting a 
visa is a big thing, you are 
considered a star if you come 
out of the Embassy with a 
visa in your hand. I had 
missed my interview date, as I 
got the letter one day later. I 
was running short of time 
because I had to get back to 
the UK, my passport was at 
the Embassy, so it was very 
complicated. 

God opened doors 

Anyway, with a full faith that 
God was going to open the 
way for me, I went with my 
Dad without having an 
appointment. God worked 
through the people and I was 
given an appointment, I told 
them I had come from a long 
way because there is six hour 
journey between Islamabad 
where the Embassy is and 
Lahore. I got the visa! The 
visa officer didn’t ask me any- 
thing except how long I 
wanted to stay in the US. I 
said two weeks and I was 
given the visa for six months. 


So I went to the States to see 
my family, and to Canada to 
see my brother. 

For the future, I have my 
job in Pakistan still, but if 
God provides me with an 
opportunity to stay in this 
country or anywhere else in 
the world, that would be 
great too. I’ll go according to 
His will. Up till now He has 
always led and guided me. I 
have loved doing youth 
work, and I would like to get 
a job as a youth worker. 

I believe even when bad 
things happen in our life, like 
the death of my sister, there is 
always a purpose behind it. I 
would say yes I felt sad, but 
looking back, I see that those 
bad things were for some- 
thing good; they changed me 
in a good way. I believe I can’t 
do anything on my own, the 
Holy Spirit guides. I need God 
in my life and I am nothing 
without Him. 

In the Bible we can’t find 
any verse saying a lost per- 
son should go to church, 
rather we find lots of verses, 
saying a believer should go 
into the lost world. That is 
my approach to life, and to 
my work. 

This organisation I have 
come with is called Time for 
God , and to begin with I 
have given these two years of 
my life to God. It’s voluntary 
work. I get very little money, 
but again it has taught me 
that most of the people out 
there don’t have as much as 
me. When I go into the shop- 
ping malls and I look at 
things I can’t buy, I can 
understand the feelings of 
the people who don’t have 
any money at all, who can 
only look at things. So it has 
taught me that I should be 
humble and grateful. It is 
part of the experience to 
learn to live on a very little 


amount of money. 

What would Jesus do? 

My brother sent me a locket 
last year for Christmas from 
Canada, that had WWJD on 
- ‘What would Jesus Do?’. I 
always wear it because it’s a 
very helpful to have the 
question always there. 
Everyday God provides me 
with lots of opportunities 
and when I talk to him in 
prayer I know He hears 
more than just words. He lis- 
tens to our heart. I often feel 
lonely as my family and 
brother and friends are not 
around me, but He is. He is 
my guide and my support. 

I am more confident now. I 
was a very shy person in the 
beginning. Being on my own 
in England has made lots of 
changes in me. Some of the 
things I wasn’t doing last 
year I am able to do now. My 
confidence comes from God. 
I have learnt that knowing 
about God is fascinating but 
knowing God personally is 
life changing. 



Irfana Riffat Lai Din was 

bom in Lahore in 1974. She 
came to England in 2000, 
after completing an MA in 
English at Punjab University 
and working as a teacher. Her 
parents are both teachers in 
Lahore, and she has one brother 
who lives in Canada. She is the 
Youth Worker for the 
Deddington Deanery in 
Oxfordshire. 


ATLANTIS HOUSE 

- ILFRACOMBE - 

B&B from £15 pppn. 

Lots of cliff walks & beautiful scenery. No children. 
Pets by arrangement. Open all year. 

Tel for brochure: 

01271 862405 


Christian Guest House 

Boskerris Road, Carbis Bay 
ST. IVES, Cornwall TR26 2NG 
Tony and Sandra Seymour 

01736 795967 

Beautifully situated overlooking St. 
Ives Bay. Comfortably furnished 
with some en-suite rooms. Choice 
of menu. Open most of the year. 
Non-smoking. 

Full colour brochure available 


Pembrokeshire Coast 
National Park 
Saundersfoot 

Claremont Hotel 

2 nights Bed 8 Hearty 
Breakfast £50pp. En-suite 
rooms with sea view 
available, families welcome, 
ample car parking, 250 mtrs 
to beach, harbour 8 village. 
Lovely coastal walks. 
Close to cycle route. 

161:01834813231 


STUDLAND BAY 

DORSET 


Fairfields Hotel 

situated in picturesque 
National Trust Village 
overlooking the Bay. 

ETB ♦♦♦♦ 

Les Routiers Corps d'elite Wine 
Award and 2001 Cuisine Award 
All rooms ensuite. Large Garden. 
Log Fires, Child Friendly 

Spring & Autumn Special Rates 


Tel: 01929 450224 for Brochure Today 


Watermouth 

Lodges 

North Devon 

Open March to December 
Scenically situated in 1 2 '/2 
acres of woodland 
overlooking thecove/ 
harbour. Indoor and outdoor 
swimming pool. 
Watermouth Inn Restaurant. 
Various specification lodges, 
pets welcome. 
Children’s play area. 
Details Sarah 0127! 865361 
wwn.watermouth.co.uk 




Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 


WWW.emara.com 

Irish based gateway to Islands 
and Coastal Communities, 
International Links page, News, 
Discussion Forum. Shop: 
with one secure payment: 

Buy quality goods! 

Book a holiday! 

Try courses!! 

Tel: 00353 (0) 2839126 

email: ed@emara.com 

LLANDUDNO 

SHELBOURNE HOTEL 

Open all year. Book now for 
Winter & Spring Breaks. 
WTB 3 Star Hotel. 

Lift to all floors, ground floor rooms 
available. Guaranteed private car 
parking. All major Credit Cards accepted 

Tel: 01492 879660 

www.shelbourne.co.uk 


DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, sleeps 4-6, 
heated covered pool. 
Games Room. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

PEMBROKESHIRE COAST 


PEMBROKESHIRE 

National Park 

Luxury Four Star 
self-catering 
accommodation. 

- Also 3 Star Hotel - 

Brochure Tel: 01239 820343 

Email:info@gellifawr.co.uk 


Ciunlry Cottages 

Wonderful countryside, 
close to sea, sleeps 2-10. 

Tel: 81437 718492 

www.cuffernmanor.GO.uk 

CHURCH GRANGE GUEST HOUSE 

HR? Bradley in the Moors, Alton, 

mm Staffordshire ST 1 0 4DF * f 

Tel: 01889 507525 Fax: 01889 690399 f 

Accommodation 

3 Family Rooms All Rooms Include* 

(2 Kn-suite, 1 Private Bathroom) Colour T.V. 

1 Double Room Light Refreshments 

Residents Lounge Tea & Coffee 

Ample Car Park 
Full English Breakfast 


SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAy 

Watch et 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 


CORNWALL 

Perranporth 

Bayview Luxury Caravans 
Full equipped. Free 
Gas/Elec. Superb Views 
overlooking beach. 
Close to shops etc. 

Tel: 01872 572156 


SHROPSHIRE 

STRETTON HILLS 

Cosy cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic 
views. Dogs welcome. 
For brochure Tel: 

01694 722869 


Dunster Beach 

Near Minehead 


Chalet on private safe beach. 
Ideal for children. 

Dogs welcome. 
Excellent for walking. 
Sleeps 4/5 


For details 

01202 532542 


ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 


Tel: 02380 265683 


BARBADOS 

ST.JAMES 

Luxury beach front 
cottages, villas, studio. 
Tel: Michael 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 


lr 


ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

Only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
Only £124.95 per couple Worldwide 

For anyone upto 75 years of age. 

2 weeks Europe £18.95 per person (No age limit) 

Call For Details 

0116 272 0500 □ 

Real People... not machines!! 


ill 


CM 


mm 


LMZAROTE 

Affordable Luxury Family 
Villa in Playa Blanca 

All home comforts & 
holiday facilities. 

All dates available. 

Phone: 01454 260619 


Challaborough 

South Devon Coast 

6/7 Berth caravan. Fully 
equipped, 5 minutes stroll to 
Award Winning sandy beach. 
Sea view from lounge window. 
Complimentary meal 
with wine on arrival. 
From £160 per week 
Tel: 01548 810127 


Nidderdale 

(North Yorkshire) 

New traditional luxury apartment 
in owners’ srounds at Pateley 
Bridse, near Harrogate. Within 
easy reach of Vbrk and the Dales. 
Sleeps 2-4. Brochure. 

Tel/Fax: 01423 711491 

frees pace . vi rg i n . net/j . myers 


Exmoor 
National Park 

Two adjacent, refurbished, 
comfortable character cottages 
in Timberscombe. Sleeps 3/6. 
Pets welcome. Reasonable 
all-inclusive prices. 

Tel: 01643 841193 

E-mail: mpa@workshop.ndo.co.uk 


Dublin 

City Centre 

Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 


DEVON 
NEAR BIDEFORD 

Peaceful location with spectacular 
views. Easy reach - coast 
B&B with optional evening meal. 
Good home cooking. 
En-suite facilities. 
Brochure: Iris Chappie 

01237 451511 

iris.chapple@btinternet.com 


Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 
All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 


GAER COTTAGES 


★ 2002 BOOKING NOW ★ 

Quality self catering cottages for all 
the family with facilities for disabled 
visitors. WTB Top grading 5 stars. 
Luxurious heated swimming pool 
with hoist. Games room. 

Visit us at: 

www.selfcateringinwales.co.uk 
or ring for 2002 brochure. 


01570 470275 
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TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes RLshorough 

(01844) 351323 (01844) 274842 

All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 



GOLDEN CHARTER 

V Pre - Paid Funeral Plans 


The caring ; approach to a sensitive subject 


GOLDEN 
CHARTER 




<£ c ~i-a\fLef & £ens 

FUNERAL SERVICES 


Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 


H Sole 

Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral Director. 
Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 

Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
oU) Funeral Directors 

Private Chapel of Rest 
24 Hour Personal Attention 
'mrtv*' Monumental Stone Masons 

Clockhouse Cottage, Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford 

Telephone: 01491 825222 


i u mm 

& Son Limited 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

(Previously Golden Charter Funeral Planner of the Year) 
♦ ♦ ♦ 

Contact one of the following offices to 
obtain help and advice or a copy of the 
Golden Charter brochure. 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. 

Tel: 0118 957 3650 


Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, Bracknell. 

Tel: 01344 303707. 


Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley. 

TeL 01491 413434. 


DARREN L. HANCOCK 

Independent Funeral Directors 


Bicester’s only INDEPENDENT 
Family Funeral Director 

A caring traditional 24 hour service provided 
by Mr Hancock personally 
Private Chapel of Rest 
Member of the Society of Alllied and 
Independent Funeral Directors 
Golder Charter pre-paid funeral plans 
“Our Family Serving Your Family” 


88 SHEEP STREET, BICESTER 
Tel: (01869) 244200 (24 Hrs) 


ARNOLD 

FUNERAL SERVICE 


A Local Independent 
Family Business 

891 LONDON ROAD, 
LOUDWATER, HIGH WYCOMBE 

(01494) 472572 

38 OAK END WAY 
GERRARDS CROSS 

(01753) 891892 

32 GRECORIES ROAD 
BEACONSFIELD 

(01494) 685000 

• Personal attention day or night 

• Private Chapel of Rest 

• Home visits by appointment 

www.arnoldwycombe.co.uk 

PREPAYMENT PLAN ^9^. 

AVAILABLE MEW] 


24 HOUR SERVICE 


K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
Established 200 years 
Still a Real Family Business 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 


OXFORD’S ONLY m 
INDEPENDENT H 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

S & R CHILDS 

Pharmacy House, 69 London Road, 
Headington 

We are privately owned family business which 
offers a personal 24 hour service to all clients 
Tel: Sandra Homewood (nee Childs) 

(01865) 427272 

Client Car Parking 




EDWARD CARTER v 

(dUrr 1 funeral Directors fesSUB 

VJL OMPASSION OH 

24 hour service 

DEDICATED CHAPEL OF REST 

A private, family business, upholding the 
traditional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
107 South Avenue, Abingdon OX14 IQS 

s (01235) 528293 ^ 


Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 

0 OL%v 

GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


Telephone: (01491) 573370 


Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Chivers 

Independent 
Family Funeral Directors 

offer a personal and complete 24 hour service 

Thatcham: (01635) 871692 
Hungerford: (01488) 686511 
Chieveley: (01635) 247462 
Highclere: (01635) 253509 

NEWBURY: (01635) 522210 

tma 90 West Street, sk£9Hi§t, 

iron ry y j Newbury, 

Berkshire KG 1 4 1 HA 


The Caring Approach 
to a Sensitive Subject 


Like everything else the 
cost of a funeral 
increases year after year. 

Due to the diminishing 
availability of burial space 
and the need by crematoria 
to meet stringent new EC 
regulations, combined with 
increased fees for doctors 
and clergy, funeral costs have 
increased ahead of inflation. 
Over the past two years the 
average cost of a burial has 
increased by 25% and a 
cremation by 12%. The 
average price of a simple 
funeral in the UK is now 
£2,048 for burial and £1,215 
for cremation (The 
Oddfellows Survey of Funeral 
Costs 2000). 

So it is not surprising that 
nearly 300,000 people in the 
UK have now planned and 
paid for their funerals in 
advance. By doing so they 
have demonstrated their 
thoughtfulness and care for 
their family and friends by 
removing not only the 
burden of funeral costs but 
also easing the stress of 
making the arrangements. 
Many of them did so through 


Advertisement 

Feature 


Golden Charter, a British 
company, which is the UK's 
largest funeral planning 
network. Over 2,100 locally 
owned and run independent 
funeral directors throughout 
the UK now accept Golden 
Charter plans and 
^recommend them to the 
families they serve. 

Why..? Because Golden 
Charter allows the client to 
cover all the costs related to 
the funeral. This means that 
the funeral director can 
guarantee die family will 
never be asked to pay more 
money for the arrangements 
the client has selected. You 
can personalise any of 
Golden Charter’s four plans 
to suit your own 
requirements through their 
unique Select Reserve 
option. 

This is not the case with 
some plans on the market so 
be sure to check exactly what 
is covered if you are 
shopping around. Also make 
sure that you can select and 


use the local funeral director 
of your choice. Some plans 
restrict your choice by 
nominating a firm owned by 
the plan's parent company. 

It is important to distinguish 
between a pre-paid funeral 
plan and the funeral 
expenses policies offered by 
insurance companies. Such 
policies often do not detail 
the arrangements or 
guarantee to fully cover the 
costs of the funeral. If you 
are in reasonable health the 
sum paid out to the family 
could easily be less than the 
amount you have paid in 
premiums. 

Golden Charter even ensure 
that the thoughtfulness 
shown in purchasing a plan 
is remembered for many 
years to come. Through an 
exclusive arrangement with 
the Woodland Trust a tree is 
planted on your behalf in 
one of the Trust's woodland 
sites. A living legacy for 
future generations to enjoy. 
Golden Charter are the only 
plans recommended bywhe 
National Society of Allied 
and Independent Funeral 
Directors (SAIF). 


A simple quiet funeral or something more 


Losing someone you 
love is one of the 
hardest things in the 
world. You will need 
the support and care 
of friends and family 
throughout this diffi- 
cult time. 

Choosing the right funer- 
al director could seem 
daunting, but when you 
look for the Blue SAIF 


MertisemenLFeature.. 


logo, you can be sure 
that you will be dealing 
with an Independent 
Funeral Director known 
for their excellence in 
caring. An Independent 
Funeral Directors have 
vast experience of caring 
for the needs of a family 
during stressful and 
emotional times. 


Whether you want a 
simple quiet funeral or 
something more. SAIF 
members will provide 
quality service and 
dedicated attention to all 
your needs. The Society 
of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 
Directors, many being 
well established family 



The SAIF logo guarantees 
that your locally owned 
independent funeral directors 
within this feature are not 
part of a large conglomerate. 
Being members of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral 
Directors they will always 
have a basic funeral available, 
offer Golden Charter pre- 
paid funeral plans and most 
importantly, give complete 
peace of mind. 

SAIF National Office 01279 726777 email: info@saif.org.uk 


It’s good to know your 
Local Independent Funeral 
Director is SAIF 


GOLDEN CHARTER 

VFUNERAL plans 


businesses of high 
standing in their 
communities. 

Today many people have 
to make a provision for 
their own funeral. SAIF 
Funeral Directors 
recommend Golden 
Charter pre-paid funeral 
plans. The plan gives 
complete, unbiased 
choice to your family and 
covers all the costs and 
there are no hidden 
extras. The plan is not 
tied to any one-Funeral 
Directors, rather it gives 
your family the freedom 
to choose the most 
suitable in their time of 
need. When preparing 
for a funeral, remember 
to look for the blue SAIF 
logo only displayed by 
independent Funeral 
Directors - a reputation 
for care and Traditions of 
excellence - supported 
by SAIF. 

To find out if your local 
funeral director is SAIF 
contact the Society of 
Allied and Independent 
Funeral Directors, 

SAIF Business Centre, 

3 Bullfields, 
Sawbridgeworth, 

Herts CM21 9DB. 
Telephone: 

01279 726777 
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Pilgrimage 


2003 Diocesan Pilgrimage to Rome and Assisi 


A DIOCESAN Pilgrimage to 
Italy in May 2003 will be led 
by the Bishops of Reading and 
Buckingham. The group will 
be staying in Rome, the 
Eternal City and Assisi, the 
home of St Francis. 

Rome has been one of the 



great centres of pilgrimage 
throughout the centuries and 
sightseeing will include Ancient 
and Imperial Rome as well as 
the early Christian graves (cat- 
acombs), and the Vatican City 
including an audience with the 
Pope. From the city of Rome 
the pilgrims will move to the 
peace and tranquillity of the 
Umbrian countryside and the 
medieval walled town of Assisi 
to visit places associated with 
the life of St Francis and St Clare. 

The Pilgrimage will be from 9 
to 17 May and the cost is 
£985 and places are limited. 


Please send for a brochure to 
the Revd Rita Holden, 

Bishop’s House, Tidmarsh 
Lane, Tidmarsh, Reading RG8 
8HA. 0118 984 1216 email: 

bishopreading@oxford.anglican.urg 


Pictured left: St Peter's Rome and 
below St Francis' hermitage set in 
peaceful countryside. 



The Cook family 
move on after 
Cathedral honour 

WHEN the Bishop of Oxford 
went to St Nicolas Church, 
Newbury on 17 February he 
announced, to loud applause, 
that the Rector, the Revd David 
Cook, was to be an Honorary 
Canon T>f Christ Church for his 
service as Team Rector and Area 
Dean. David came to Newbury 
in 1989 after returning from min- 
istry in Africa. He has just moved 
with his family to the Gloucester 
Diocese to be priest in charge of 
St James’, Chipping Campden. 



The new Canon of Christ Church, David Cook (centre left) 
is pictured with the Bishop of Reading who installed him at 
Evensong at the Cathedral on 10 March. Also with him are 
his wife, Les (second right) and children (left to right): 
Camilla, Josh and Lucinda. Photograph: Frank Blackwell 


Pray for the peace of the Holy 


Despite the dan- 
gers 70 pilgrims 
accompanied the 
Archbishop of 
Canterbury to the 
Holy Land in 
March. Among 
them was Tessa 
Prodger who 
writes of their 
stay in an area 
ravaged by 
violence 



THE sun shone and the air was 
filled with the songs of pilgrims 
as we made our way this last 
Palm Sunday from Bethphage 
to the top of the Mount of 
Olives, down through the 
Garden of Gethsemene and up 
through the Lion Gate, into the 
Old City of Jerusalem and the 
Church of St Anne by the Pool 
of Bethesda. There, the volume 
and rhythm of Christian songs, 
mostly in Arabic, over a very 
loud loud-speaker; raised the 
level of excitement, and people 
started to dance, waving their 
palm branches above their 
heads. A sense of exuberant joy 
contrasted starkly with the 
silent stares of the groups of 
police and soldiers. 

This contrast was typical of 
our amazing holiday. It started 
on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. We arrived in the dark 
and could hardly wait for the 
daylight to see for ourselves the 
hills across the lake that Jesus 
must have seen so many times. 

Our party of 70 must have 
been a relief to the owners 
who had had no guests for 
some time. Most of the hotels 
in Tiberias were closed and 
our bus driver had had no 
work since October. We were 
shocked that tourist shops 
opened for us, having been 
shut for a year or more! 

Each day we set off early to 
see sites we had read about in 
the Bible. At Caesarea Philippi , 
one of the sources of the River 
Jordan, where Peter had con- 
fessed his belief that Jesus was 
the Messiah, we renewed our 



Looking out over the Shepherd's Fields there is an Israeli set- 
tlement built on Palestinian land in the left foreground. The 
small picture shows the Palm Sunday procession in Jerusalem 
as it nears the Mount of Olives and the Garden of Gethsemane, 


baptismal vows. We passed 
through the Golan Heights, a 
territory recognised by Britain 
as part of Syria occupied by 
Israel. We had to be careful not 
to point our cameras in the 
direction of any military instal- 
lations. Whoever controls the 
Golan Heights controls water 
sources that supply a large part 
of Israel. 

We set off to Capernaum in a 
boat similar to that which 
Jesus and His friends would 
have used, and watched some- 
one casting their net as Peter; 
John, Andrew and James 
would have done. Try on the 


other side!’, we suggested, but 
no success on this occasion! 
Capernaum has been largely 
excavated and saw the remains 
of what is believed to be Peter’s 
house and read how Jesus had 
healed Peter’s mother-in-law, - 
he’d probably used this house 
as His base. Nearby the syna- 
gogue, although rebuilt since 
Jesus’ time, still has some of the 

Pray for the Holy Land Holy 
Family Church, Blackbird Leys, 
Oxford are holding a Prayer Vigil 
for the situation in the Middle East 
on Friday 3 May from 5 to 10 p.m 
under the auspices of Churches 
Together in Cowley and District. 


floor on which He would have 
walked! 

On then to the Mount of the 
Beatitudes, and to a wonderful 
communion service with 150 
Palestinian Christians (‘living 
stones’). It was very moving to 
sit on that hillside and hear 
those familiar words as we 
looked out over the Sea of 
Galilee, and to sing hymns and 
say prayers together but each in 
our own language. Afterwards 
we enjoyed a splendid barbecue 
on the shore, as a storm gath- 
ered over the Golan Heights. 

Then it was ‘up to Jerusalem’. 
The whole mood changed and 
began to feel threatening. In a 
very minor way I felt we could 
identify with Jesus. He too 
lived in an occupied land with 
all that entails. Just before 
arriving at Jerusalem, we 
stopped for vespers at a most 
beautiful Benedictine 

monastery with a Crusader 
church, Abu Ghosh. As we 
entered through a door in the 
wall of the monastery, we 
stepped into a different world, 
a cool, quiet garden, shaded by 
tall palms, quiet except for the 
call of the muezzin from a 
minaret outside the wall! 

In Jerusalem we drove to the 
Mount of Olives and looked 
across the Kidron Valley at the 
famous view with the walls 
winding round the Old City 
and the Golden Dome of the 
Rock demanding that eyes be 
fixed first upon it. Knowing 
the sadness of ‘the situation’, it 
was an astonishingly moving 
moment. One could not help 


and 

but remember Jesus’ words as 
He approached Jerusalem and 
wept over it: ‘If you, even you, 
had only known on this day 
what would bring you peace, 
but now it is hidden from your 
eyes.\ Some of us found the 
tears rolling down our faces at 
the tragedy unfolding around 
us. After our moment on the 
Mount of Olives we were taken 
to Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
Museum. It is absolutely enor- 
mous and of course, in parts, 
extremely distressing. It had 
been a more than usually emo- 
tional morning. 

We had been told we would 
not be going to George Street, a 
well known shopping area, and 
were once more across the 
Kidron Valley, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, when the bomb 
went off in George Street and 
sirens started to wail. 

Our most poignant day of all 
was in Bethlehem. We were 
able to change our programme 
so that we could visit it after the 
tanks had withdrawn for a 
while. A different guide was 
waiting for us on the 
Bethlehem side of the check 
point. He should have been 
with us for the whole holiday, 
but did not have a pass to leave 
the town, so was delighted to 
have a day’s work after months 
of unemployment. 

Tessa Prodger and her husband 
John are members of St Mary's, 
Thame. The pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land was was for members of the 
Lambeth Partnership, to which Tessa 
and John belong, and for 
Archbishop's staff. 


v 


WANTED 

All Cars, Vans 
and lorries 

Private company or fleet, regardless of miles and 
condition. Anything considered, old or new. 

Top cash paid up to the value of £25,000 

Distance no object. 

Call 1st Mob: 0777 6096565 
Call 2nd Tel: 01344 841206 
Can 3rd Tel: 01344 841172 


New build, refurbishments, 
extensions, space planning and 
interiors 

Private, public and commercial 
projects large and small 

Design of special facilities for 
people with disabilities 

For a FREE initial consultation call 

Ian Hunt or Terry March 
on 0118 986 7990/1 


Ian Hunt Associates Limited 
A Christian run practice 


ARCHITECTURAL SERVICES I 



Nationwide 

Mediation 


When love 
dies . . . 

Separating or Divorcing? 

For a cost-effective legal solution ask for 
a FREE initial consultation. 

Call your local mediator on: 

0800 781 1230 

www.mediationuk.com 


Head Office: Wellesley House, 7 Clarence Parade, 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL50 3NY 


Thinking of separating? Already living apart from your 
husband or wife? ... or maybe friends or colleagues at 
work are going through the trauma of a marriage 
breakdown. 

More and more separating couples are turning to 
Nationwide Mediation during this time of extreme stress 
and uncertainty - there are 5 good reasons: 

• Specialist mediators are trained and experienced in 
understanding and resolving family conflict. 

• Costs and time-scales, agreed at the outset, are kept to 
a minimum. 

• Both husband and wife benefit from having separate 
meetings with the mediator. 

• Financial matters are settled in a way which both parties 
see as fair. 

• All matters are concluded with legally binding 
agreements. 

A Call us in confidence on our 
FREEPHONE HELPLINES 0800 781 1230 
for a FREE initial consultation 
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Comment 


Three of the best 


THERE has never 
been a DOOR 
quite like this. For 
in it we are mark- 
ing not only the 
death of the 
Queen Mother, 
but of two 
remarkable people 
in our Diocese, 

David Goldie and 
Derek Palmer. And there are 
some unexpected similarities 
in the lives of all three. 

In his sermon at the Queen 
Mother’s funeral on 9 April, 
the Archbishop of 
Canterbury spoke of the 
Queen Mother’s ‘sense of the 
nobility of service’ and it was 
a service that seemed to 
delight her as much in the giv- 
ing of it as it did us to receive 
it. That same dedicated and 
joyful service also marked the 
lives of David and Derek so 
that it was easy to take for 
granted their years of pas- 
sionate commitment to the 
cause of Christian unity. 

The Archbishop spoke too 
of the Queen Mother’s ability 
to make even fleeting encoun- 
ters feel ‘both special and per- 
sonal’. So it was with David 
who even in chance conversa- 
tion in a corridor listened with 
such courteousy and reponded 


with such gentle 
wisdom that the 
world immedi- 
ately seemed a 
better place. 
And in a differ- 
ent way every 
meeting with 
Derek was a 
treat, whether 
he was enthus- 
ing about a Churches 
Together event, or his beloved 
millennium yew trees! 

‘The sweet presence of 
goodness diffused’ said the 
Archbishop of the Queen 
Mother. And in Derek and 
David you also encountered 
that same ‘presence of good- 
ness’ which is the mark of 
those whose lives seem illu- 
minated by a heavenly light. 

‘Deeply loved and greatly 
missed’ said Dr Carey at the 
end of his sermon. And so 
they are and that very mov- 
ing anonymous poem at the 
start of the order of service 
in Westminster Abbey 
speaks to me of all three, 
Elizabeth, David and Derek: 
You can cry and close your mind, be 
empty and turn your back, 

Or you can do what they'd want: 
smile, open your eyes, love and go on. 

Christine Zwart 



May Diocesan Appointments 


% The Revd Lindsey Adam, Assistant 
Curate Bampton w. Clanfield on materni- 
ty leave, to move to Ely Diocese with PTO; 
The Revd Bob Butler-Smith, Rector 
Rotherfield Peppard and Rotherfield 
Greys to retire; The Revd David Byrne, 
Team Vicar in the Woodley Team Ministry, 
Woodley Airfield Church to be Vicar of St 
Chad, Patchway, Bristol Diocese; The 
Revd Canon John Crowe, Team Rector 
of Dorchester and Area Dean of Aston 
and Cuddesdon, to retire as Area Dean; 
The Revd Alan Dibden, Team Vicar, 
Burnham Team M instry to be acting Team 
Rector, Burnham Team Ministry; The 
Revd Linden Fletcher, Associate Priest 
Dean Court St Andrew, Cumnor to 
become Priest in Charge of Somersham 
w. Flowton and Offton w. Willisham, and 
Ringshall w. Battisford and Barking w. 
Darmsden and Great Bricett St 
Edmundsbury and Ipswich; The Revd 
James Grier, Curate, Oxford St Andrew, 
to be Assistant Vicar, St John's Harbome, 
Birmingham Diocese; The Revd Dr Peter 
Groves, Priest Librarian, to be Chaplain, 
Brasenose College, also has PTO at St 
Mary Magdalen's. Oxford; The Revd 
Brian Grundy, Rector of Burghfield to 
retire; The Revd Jacqui Henry, Team 
Vicar, Downs Bam, The Cross and Stable 
to retire; The Revd Elizabeth Jackson, 
Chaplaincy Team Leader, Royal Berks and 


Battle Hospital NHS Trust, to be licensed 
as NSM to Reading Deanery; The Very 
Revd Robert Jeffery, Sub Dean and 
Canon of Christ Church, and Dean 
Emeritus of Worcester to retire; The 
Revd John Masters, NSM Northwood 
St John, to be Curate in the Hermitage 
Team Ministry; The Revd Philip 
Roberts, Curate, Farnham Royal w. 
Hedgerley to be Team Vicar, Parish of 
Southend, St Albans Westcliffe; The 
Revd Michael Roden, Rector Steeple 
Aston w. INI. Aston and Tackley, to be 
Team Rector of Hitchin and Vicar of St 
Mary Hitchin; The Revd Judith Rose, 
OLM Great Linford St Andrew and 
Gifford Park and Blakelands Community 
Church, to be also vocations adviser for 
Milton Keynes Deanery; The Revd John 
Stroyan, Vicar Bloxham w. Milcombe 
and South Newington to be also Area 
Dean of Deddington; The Revd Geoff 
van der Weegen, Rector Stonefield w. 
Combe Longa to be also Acting Area 
Dean of Woodstock (during Sabbatical 
of Revd Roger Humphreys); The Revd 
Canon Timothy Wimbush, Rector, 
Wykeham Benefice, to be also acting 
Rural Dean of Deddington until 1/9/02; 
The Revd Carol Wodehouse, NSM 
Hambleden Valley Group, to be Priest-in- 
Charge, Great & Little Hormead, Wyddial, 
Anstry, Brent Pelham & Meesden. 


Quiet explosion of mission 


The Church is not in retreat. That is what Gill Poole discovered on her journey round England to find out 
how mission agencies like CMS can share their experience and resources with local churches 


WE are in the midst of a 
quiet explosion of mission. 
Across Britain there are lay 
people and diocesan clergy 
responding in obedience to 
the power and grace of God 
and becoming instruments of 
change in their communities. 
Many are surprised by the 
direction their journey takes. 

I did not find a church in 
retreat in the few weeks of 
an enquiry I have been 
undertaking for CMS, even 
if statistics show a church in 
numerical decline. Yes, I met 
instances of perplexity, 
demoralisation and plain 
weariness. But I also met 
vibrant new expectation. 
The variation seems not to 
relate to socio-economic 
context; we are just as likely 
to find either mood in UPAs, 
rural areas, or affluent pro- 
fessional suburbs. 

Inspirational stories 

More than 120 people 
shared over 60 hours of time 
for this CMS enquiry, telling 
the inspirational stories of 
what they are doing and how 
they see God at work. The 
implications for mission 
agencies are very exciting. 

The puzzle for me is why it 
was such a small minority of 
the Christians I met who 
found room in their vision 
for the idea of being part of 
a worldwide team of co- 
workers. Yet this is the 
‘value-added’ ingredient that 
lots of people alluded to as 
having transformed their 
own view. At the same time 
few are deliberately applying 
it to the mission and disci- 
pling they are initiating 
themselves. Among the 
exceptions was a vicar for- 
merly in Plymouth who, 
after a personal life-changing 
experience through Latin 
American Christians, found 
effective ways of bringing 
similar insights and inspira- 
tion to life in the parish. 

There is lots of affection 
for the older mission agen- 
cies, but outdated ideas 
about what they offer. 
Christians who aren’t in 
touch with older agencies 





display little idea of th® 
dynamic and relevant work 
being undertaken. Nick 
Molony (Kimberley & 
Kuruman link Co-ordinator 
and member of the Oxford 
Diocese Council for 
Partnership in World 
Mission) recently confessed 
he used to see mission 
agency representatives as 
distant functionaries; as the 
providers of ‘thank yous’ 
when the PCC gave money; 
and as occasional preachers. 

Now, through working 
together on the Council, 
Nick sees us much more as 
‘an engaging resource that 
understands where we’re 
coming from, and provides 
the wider perspective when 
we’re in danger of getting 
insular. One sees that we 
really are in it together.’ 

Finding the ‘goodies’ 

People in the churches are 
missing out on the goodies, 
and I’m trying to find out 
how we can help them make 
the connection. The aim of 
the enquiry is to learn from 
churches where the resources 
CMS can muster will help 
them as they develop their 
own patterns for being active 
mission churches. 

From the stories of fruitful 
Christian engagement in 
Britain, I noticed that their 
work is stamped with partic- 
ular characteristics. The 
importance of relationship 
was emphasised by one and 


all. With surfers at 
Newquay, young profession- 
als in central Birmingham, 
gangster family kids in 
Liverpool, church structures 
in Portsmouth Diocese, hard- 
to-house tenants in York, or 
teenagers in rural Cumbria, 
the people involved all said 
they must meet people at 
their point of need. And real- 
ly make a difference. 

Along with the ‘relational’ 
refrain came ‘purposeful’. 
People go for purposeful 
action that will make a differ- 
ence so part of the secret lies 
in drawing people in to work 
for results through a forward 
thinking and God centred 
approach. It is about allow- 
ing people to stretch them- 
selves, and about being cre- 
ative and flexible in disciple- 
ship training, spiritual devel- 
opment, and points of access. 

These qualities inform the 
CMS approach as well. 
Spurred on by our General 
Secretary Canon Tim Dakin, 
we seek to recover our calling 
to be a ‘mission movement’ 
that embraces action and 
flexibility. CMS, as an inter- 
face with the global nature of 
God’s mission, always lives 
with the question ‘What is 
God’s mission about?’. 

However, at any one time 
we then have to appraise the 
global and local connections 
we are called to make so we 
can participate in a relevant 
way asking what resources 
we can offer to the task and 


ultimately how we develop a 
purposeful, integrated 
response. 

While some priorities for 
CMS are set by international 
considerations, such as the 
strategic decision to concen- 
trate on sharing the name of 
Jesus where it is rarely heard, 
others are set by the local con- 
text. Having now gathered a 
picture of new initiatives 
unfolding in Britain CMS can 
review the treasure store of 
insights and activity available 
through our global networks 
and make them accessible to 
Christian work here. 

I coined the phrase ‘edge- 
workers’ for those I found at 
the cutting edge of the 
action here in Britain, and 
from edgeworker to 
archdeacon the means are in 
place for them to be accom- 
panied with expertise from 
round the world in their 
work of realising the 
Kingdom purposes of God. 

Gill Poole is CMS Area Co-ordi- 
nator for the Dioceses of Oxford 
and St Albans. Her enquiry com- 
plements other research projects 
commissioned by CMS. ' Filling 
the Gaps' by Dr Daniel Strange 
examines the role of CMS as an 
international mission agency in 
enabling mission in Britain's 
emerging context through leader- 
ship training and the placing of 
mission partners. Also soon to be 
published are Moisson (harvest) 
Impossible? concerning mission in 
France, and another on rrlfission in 
the Czech Republic, both by 
Gerard Kelly. These provide reflec- 
tion on the nature of mission in 
Europe which Gerard Kelly 
describes as 'not like the rest of 
the world' because of the powerful 
effect of being post Christendom. 


Chris Neal's column 

which usually appears on 
page 2 will return in the 
next edition. During the 
months ahead he will be 
exploring how church might 
develop over the next few 
years, and how all of us 
can discover God's Spirit at 
work amongst us, bringing 
tobirth new expressions of 
his church. 




Small 

Group Bible 
Resources 


ftg for ideas for your Small gf< 

One size really doesn't fit 

we understand that everyone is different so we 

k produce different resources 

tailor made for YOU 


Scripture 


For a FREE leaflet ring 01908 856006 


SmaM 

Group Bible 
Resources 


Portraits in Oils 

Watercolours of houses 
. and gardens 

Fine artist available for 
commissions, will happily 
work in situ. 

Jean Buckland B.A. 

Mobile: 0788 147 6269 
Fax: 020 8341 5810 

E-mail: julesh@amserve.net 


BUTLIN HOUSE 
BLETCHLEY 

NURSING AND 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 


Run by Printers’ Charitable Corporation 

Vacancies for retired printers and their 
close relatives, also others with funding. 

24 hour nursing care, all rooms en-suite 
facilities. Communal louge and dining 
room. 

To arrange appointment and receive brochure 

please phone 01908 376049 

Reg Charity No. 208882 
www.printerscharitablecorporation.co.uk 
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Caroline’s hurting 


Creation and Biblical truth, taking the future into our own hands, standing 
up for Christianity, another view of freemasonry graying round the clock 


‘lT began eight 
years ago. I had 
been married for 
three years and 
was pregnant. 

Geoff was hav- 
ing problems at 
work and was 
threatened with 
redundancy. I 
said something 
which annoyed 
him and he got 
very angry and 
started hitting 
me and shouting 
abuse. He did 
not really want children and 
could not bear my getting fat. 
I lost the baby, a lovely little 
girl. She was still-born. 

The hospital asked about 
my bruises but I was afraid 
to tell them. Perhaps the 
baby would have died any- 
way but Geoff’s punches and 
kicks must have caused some 
damage. I felt guilty and use- 
less, sad and angry all at 
once. 

Geoff got another job and 
we moved house. I miss my 
family and friends. He is 
doing well, has been promot- 
ed and is well liked and 
respected, he still hits and 
abuses me several times a 
week. I was once a bouncy, 
cheerful person but now my 
self respect and confidence 
has gone. I feel worthless and 
ashamed. I am afraid all the 
time, afraid that I will do or 
say something that annoys 
him and the violence will 
start again. I dread him com- 
ing home. 

Why don’t I get help, tell 
someone? Who would 
believe me? Geoff is a ‘pillar 
of society’, churchwarden, 
helpful to all, well liked in 
the community. I know he 
talks about me as difficult, 
hysterical and ‘accident 
prone’. Anything I say will be 
discounted as he. has so rub- 
bished my personality. He is 
very friendly with the Vicar 


so how could I tell 
him? 

Geoff is usually- 
careful not to 
leave marks on 
my face or where 
it would show. I 
cover myself up 
and stay at home 
if bruises are obvi- 
ous. I know some 
church members 
have noticed 
marks, but no one 
has ever asked or 
offered help. Last 
week the sermon 
was on the suffering of Christ 
and how we should accept 
and bear our own suffering, it 
made me feel hopeless. How 
could a loving God want me 
to be so hurt and unhappy? 1 


Not an unlikely story 

This may seem an improba- 
bly story. Yet the Diocesan 
Group of Church Action on 
Domestic Violence hear of 
many cases like this. Caroline 
could have felt supported by 
her church community. 
Instead she felt isolated and 
even those few people who 
noticed her bruises said noth- 
ing. It is as though they could 
not believe that this could 
happen in the midst of ‘nice 
people’ like them. 

Almost certainly there are 
women and possibly men in 
your church who are victims 
of domestic violence. This 
behaviour is not confined to 
any group or class. You will 
find a small box on The 
DOORPost with a contact 
number to ring. It will appear 
there every month from now 
on. If you suspect that some- 
one is being hurt at home or 
you yourself are a victim, do 
talk to someone now. 

Jennifer Beresford is a member of 
the Diocesan Group of Church Action 
on Domestic Violence and the author 
of Creating Confidence in Women. 


The Creation debate 

I did not hear ‘Thought for the 
Day’ on 15 March, but I take 
your article on the Bishop of 
Oxford’s talk to be accurate; 
and if so, I am concerned by 
the dismissive attitude he 
shows towards creationists. I 
am not one myself, but I try 
to keep an open mind on these 
issues where it is so difficult to 
decide who is right because 
there appears to be evidence 
on both sides. Even the evolu- 
tionists themselves do not 
agree (see, for instance, 

Andrew Brown’s book The 
Darwin Wars for evidence ). 

To say that ‘Biblical literal- 
ism brings not only the Bible 
but Christianity itself into dis- 
repute’, and ‘hinders people 
from seeing and responding 
truths’, without giving reasons 
or evidence for this view, is no 
better than stating the oppo- 
site, which might be just as 
valid: that Darwinism hinders 
people from seeing the truth of 
the Bible. And in one sense, I 
believe it does, for it depends 
on the doctrine of the survival 
of the fittest, and thereby is 
used to justify human selfish- 
ness, the opposite of a biblical 
and Christian way, as being 
necessary for the survival and 
future development of the 
species. It is a problem for 
Darwinists that evolution as 
they see it could produce a 
belief in unselfish, sacrificial 
love completely at odds with 
what underlies evolution itself. 
Perhaps, in this respect at least, 
the creationists hold a more 
consistent and logical belief 
than the Bishop. 

R.C.Turner 
Marlow, Bucks 


Liturgy that appeals 

It was heartening to read the 
article by Anne Kiggell. 
(March 2002). To meet 
financial obligations the 
church is dispensing with 
clergy posts to the detriment 
of the congregations. 
Expedience means that more 


and more of the provision 
for services and pastoral care 
will devolve to lay and non- 
stipendary ministers. The 
remaining clergy and congre- 
gations should view this situ- 
ation positively as an oppor- 
tunity to encourage those 
who feel excluded to return 
to the pews. It is a wise man 
who benefits from others expe- 
rience; Mrs Kiggell has given 
us insight into what works for 
her village; others may succeed 
in different ways. 

As Mrs Kiggell rightly 
observes, the time is past 
when one liturgy could serve 
for all services and all congre- 
gations. Every church will 
need to offer a variety of litur- 
gies at principal services. We 
should try to find what our 
local community wants from 
their local church and attempt 
to provide it. It is no good 
talking about inclusivity if 
older people cannot find an 
appealing liturgy at a time to 
suit them. 

The Parish share is going 
up annually as the responsi- 
bility of clergy stipends and 
pensions rightly becomes the 
responsibility of the PCCs. If 
numbers in the pews grew 
this would spread the finan- 
cial burden on those who are 
having constantly to increase 
their giving; as many of these 
are pensioners it may be 
expecting too much. 

Thus the fragmented 
approach referred to by Mrs 
Kiggell is not only desirable 
but essential. The church is no 
longer in the hands of authori- 
tarian bishops and popes who 
can impose their ideas on con- 
gregations. Yet again an 
opportunity has arisen for the 
congregations to take their 
future into their own hands. 
Ann and David Dendy. 

Didcot 

Affirming the truth 

Though I did not see the 
original article in the 
February DOOR, may I say 
how much I agree with James 


Wilson’s letter (March 2002) 
regarding Christianity and 
other faiths. For while, like 
Mr Wilson I believe that 
people should be free to fol- 
low their own perceived 
ways to God, I very much 
feel that if Christians as a 
body were more active in 
clearly affirming the truth of 
their faith in the spiritual market 
place, rather than constandy 
looking for ways of connect- 
ing with other faiths that 
already know their own 
minds and have their own 
agendas, then Christianity 
might begin to grow again. 

As a professional historian of 
ideas, with a lifelong fascination 
with the spiritual and intellectual 
traditions of other cultures, I am 
no closed-minded bigot. Indeed, I 
respect the riches and insights 
of these cultures, not to men- 
tion the apparendy unclouded 
spiritual confidence and 
assiduity with which they pass 
their faith on to the rising gen- 
eration. The resurrected Christ 
and the freedom of His Grace, 
is to me the pearl beyond price 
- a message that we should 
not, in our post-modern 
malaise, be willing to under- 
play or adjust so as to be in 
line with other spirituali- 
ties, but which we should 
rather proclaim with joy. 

Dr Allan Chapman 
Oxford 


A reply to freemasonry 

The views expressed by John 
Grange (Letters, April 2002) are 
understandable, because the 
Grand Lodge has clearly 
explained the position of freema- 
sonry from ‘their’ perspective. I 
have been asked on several occa- 
sions to join freemasonry - but I 
have declined only because I have 
felt led by the Holy Spirit not to 
do so. 

I was prompted to do some 
research myself, to ascertain why I 
was being warned off. Even the 
most basic research shows that 
freemasonry is in fact a religion 
that worships jahbulon - a mon- 


grel god revealed only at the 33rd 
degree. Christians who have 
reached this ‘esteemed’ level have 
resigned in disgust by this revela- 
tion. Indeed even the initiation 
ceremony is the same as that 
of witchcraft! I do feel for 
those who find this fact hard 
to swallow, but freemasonry 
is one of the biggest and 
probably the most influential 
frauds that Christians have 
fallen for in recent years. I know 
that many people in the Church 
of England are very concerned 
by the influence of freemasonry 
in today’s society, and the lack 
of courage to challenge it. 
However I gather that there is 
growing pressure for the 
Church to face up to the fact 
that liberalism has lost it’s credi- 
bility and has done great harm 
for the cause of Christ. 

I guess that one either goes 
down with a hewn stone, or you 
cut the rope and are free of it! 
God has shown us how to love 
Him and our neighbour, and 
that is by being obedient to His 
commands. Worshipping other 
gods is not one of them! 

May God lead freemasons 
back into the path of our true 
light - that of Jesus Christ. 

Name and address supplied 


24/7 prayer for everyone 

It was great to see an article 
on the Boiler Room in the 
April edition of the DOOR. I 
visited it a couple of weeks 
ago. As a middle aged person 
I was made to feel most wel- 
come. It is a brilliant place for 
anyone who has felt their 
prayer life becoming some- 
what lacklustre. To that 
extent I would wish to alter 
the last sentence of Jemimah 
Wright’s excellent article. She 
writes ‘the Boiler Room is 
calling back a generation lost 
in space.’ I believe the Boiler 
Room with its 24/7 prayer is 
calling us all as a nation back 
to the Lord and foward into 
his purposes. Joel 2 v 28 is 
relevant here. 

Robert Cuffe-Adams 
Twyford 



by Jennifer 
Beresford 
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Headington 
School Oxford 

INDEPENDENT BOARDING & DAY 
SCHOOL FOR 650 GIRLS AGED 11-18. 
SEPARATE JUNIOR SCHOOL FOR 245 PUPILS, 
GIRLS AGED 3-11, BOYS AGED 3-4 

PART TIME CHAPLAIN 

is required from September 2002 for this leading 
girls’ school with an Anglican foundation. 

The chaplaincy is a part time post but there may be 
some opportunity for teaching for a suitably qualified 
person. The successful candidate will demonstrate 
enthusiastic leadership and real interest in the pastoral 
care of young people. 

Closing date for applications: 15th May 2002 

Further information from Mrs Hilary Fender, 
Headmistress, Headington School, Oxford OX3 7TD 
Tel: 01865 759100. Fax: 01865 760268 
e-mail: enquiries@headington.org www.headington.org 







Courses 



Stewardship, 

Training, 

Evangelism and 
Ministry (STEM) 

Courses for all learn- 
ers of any denomination: 

1 1 May Understanding Global 
Issues, 10 - 4pm, Stokenchurch 
Church Hall, £7.50. How does 
Christianity relate to world debt, 
trade, development, human 
rights? Tutor: Revd Peter 
Ballantine. 

22 June Pastoral Healing Day 
10 - 4pm, at All Saints, , 
Dedworth near Windsor, £7.50. 
Course aims to promote the heal- 
ing ministry by looking at ways 
to encourage its evolving in your 
church. Tutor: Yvonne Davies 
8, 15, 22, 29 June 
Journeying Together, Faith 
prayer and discernment 10 - 
12.30pm at the Methodist 
Church, Alma Rd, Windsor, 

£15. A four week ecumenical 
course offering the opportunity 
to experience some different 
ways of prayer to enhance and 
widen prayer ministry. Course 
leaders: Alison Hassall,Gill 
Wiggins, Hazel Berry. 

Details: Juliet Ralph , Assistant 
Administrator for TCT, 

Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey , Oxford OX2 0NL 
(0186S) 208282 


WEC May Day 2002^*^. 

6 May Open Day at 
quarters of WEC (Wc 
Evangelisation for 
International Ground *f»a t'° 
10.15am. Speakers include 
Patrick Johnstone, author of 
Operation World, Dr Phyllis 
Kilbourn, Director of Rainbows 
for Hope Ministry and Kent 


Cottesloe Christian 
Training 
Programme 

1 1 May Leading 
Intercessions, a work- 
shop at The Reading Room, 
Shalstone, 10 - 12.30pm 
(Book by 3 Mav) 

11 May Spe^k ig and Reading 
in Church, for readers, interces- 
sors and all who lead services. A 
workshop at The Reading Room, 
Shalstone, 1.30 - 4pm, £7. 

15 May T.S Elliott: The Four 
Quartets, a lecture by the Rt 
Revd Richard Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford, at Wing Village hall, 
8pm, £4 at door. 

1 6 May The Christ who 
comes’, a Quiet Day led by Tony 
Whalley at Furze Hill, Ivy Lane, 
Great Brickhill, 10 - 3.30pm, £6 
(book before 10 May) 

1 1 June The Cottesloe Annual 
Lecture, Religion: Cause of 
Conflict or Force for Reconciliation 
by Marcus Braybrooke at St 
Laurence’ Church, Winslow, 
7.30pm, £3 at door. 

12, 19, 26 June Designing 
and Leading Informal Services, 
at Padbury Church, 8 - 9.30pm, 
£15. (Book before 3 June) 

17 June ‘Sharing Life’ in 
Rural Parishes with Glyn Evans,? 
at Granborough Village Hall, 
8pm, £4 (Book before 7 June) 

30 June What is Worship? A 
workshop at Padbury Church, 
7.30 - 9pm, £7. Details from: 
Cottesloe Christian Training 
Programme, Church Cottage , . 
Waterloo Road, Linslade, 
Leighton Buzzard LU7 
2NR(01525) 375109 

cottesloe@fish.co.uk ivwiv. cottesloe. org. uk 

Mission Partnership of the 
Milton Keynes Churches 
Council 


WYCLIFFE HALL 

OXFORD 


Wycliffe Hall Study Days 

7 May Post-modern Christian 
Apologetics with Alister McGrath. 
Dealing with the challenges and 
opportunities for commending the 
Christian faith in a post-modern 
culture, 9.30 - 4pm, £12. 

18 May God’s Empowering 
Presence: the Holy Spirit Today 
with Gordon Fee and Mark 
Stibbe. Prof Fee teaches New 
Testament at Regent College, 
Vancouver, Revd Mark Stibbe 
is Vicar of St Andrew’s Church, 
Chorleywood. Details: 
Admission Officer , Wycliffe 
Hall, (01865) 274200 


Sacred Sights 

1 1 May - 2 June An exhibi- 
tion of paintings and artefacts 
resulting from the archaeology 
around Dorchester Abbey. For 
details contact the Dorchester 
Abbey Appeal, (01865) 340633 


The Transformation of 
Clergy Roles 
10-14 June A Working 
Conference for Clergy and 
Ministers in Local Churches 
organised by The Grubb 
Institute of Behavioural Studies, 
Shallowford, Stone, Staffs, ST15 
ONZ. Tel: (01785) 760233. 
Cost: £385 


BBC RADIO OXFORD 
95.2 

BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, 

- I L 
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On Him we have set our hope 
- as you also join in helping us 
by your prayers , so that many 
will give thanks on our behalf 
for the blessings granted to us 
through the prayers of many . 
2 Corinthians 1: 10-11 

Let us pray to God our 
Father for:- 

Wed 1st PHILIP AND 
JAMES, APOSTLES 
Oxford Deanery. For the 
working out of the 2002 pas- 
toral plan for the deanery, in 
the setting up of groups to dis- 
cuss new ways of collabora- 
tion, ministry, and mission. For 
the opportunity given to their 
churches for cross boundary 
openness and generosity. For 
the area dean - John Chorlton: 
synod lay chairman - Diana 
McMahon: youth worker - 
Chris Turner: LLM’s - Jeanne 
Lindley, Alan Wakely. 

Thurs 2nd Kidlington with 
Hampton Poyle: clergy - 
Anthony Ellis, George 
Coppen, John Jackson, Jim 
Turner: LLM - Lesley Heffer. 
Fri 3rd North Hinksey and 
Wytham: clergy - Rosie 
Bates: LLM - Ken Goff. 

Sat 4th Oxford St Aldate: 
clergy - John Chorlton, Frog 
Orr-Ewing, Simon Ponsonby. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Rogation Sunday 
Sun 5th God of life afid 
love we bless you for our 
families and for the life of 
our rural communities. As we 


bring us to resurrection and 
renewal. Amen. For the rural 
community councils of our 
diocese: for our diocesan and 
regional officer - Glyn Evans: 
archdeaconry rural chaplains 

- Stephen Toze, John 
Townend. 

Mon 6th Rogation Day. For 
all men and women in their 
daily work, and as you have 
given us the knowledge to 
produce plenty, so give us 
the will to bring it within the 
reach of all. 

Oxford St Andrew: clergy - 
Andrew Wingfield Digby, 
Stephen Coe, James Grier, 
Richard Cunningham; 
LLM’s - Paul Clifford, Paula 
Clifford, David Wright, 
Donald May; full-time youth 
workers - Rob Humphreys, 
Tim Carlisle. 

Tues 7th Rogation Day. 
May the goodness of our Lord 
be upon us, may he prosper 
the work of our hands. 

Oxford St Barnabas and St 
Paul: clergy - Michael Wright, 
Lome Denny, Anthony 
Rustell, Dennis Mason: LLM 

- Margaret Ellis. 

Wed 8th Oxford St Ebbe 
with Holy Trinity and St Peter- 
le-Bailey: clergy - Vaughan 
Roberts, Anthony Jones. 
Thurs 9th ASCENSION 
DAY 

Oxford St Giles, St Philip and 
St James with St Margaret; 
clergy - Andrew Bunch, 
Georgie Simpson, Michael 
Screech; LLM’s - David 
Longrigg, Margaret Hollis. 


Harris. 

THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF 
EASTER (SUNDAY AFTER 
ASCENSION DAY) - Christian 
Aid Week 12th -18th 
Sun 12th For all who go 
into our parishes to collect 
for Christian Aid; and for 
those who go into the wide 
world around us, that they 
may have the resources to 
bring relief to those in need; 
and to encourage others who 
are able, to help themselves. 
Mon 13th Oxford St 
Matthew, Oxford St Luke: 
clergy - Steve Hellyer, Tim 
Bradshaw: LLM’s - 

Elizabeth Bishop, Jane 
Usher: full-time youth work- 
er - Yvonne Morris: lay pas- 
tor - Jane Sherwood. 

Tues 14th MATTHIAS 
THE APOSTLE Oxford St 
Michael at the Northgate 
with St Martin and All 
Saints: clergy - Hugh Lee. 
Wed 15th Oxford St Thomas 
the Martyr with St Frideswide 
and Binsey: clergy - Robert 
Sweeney, Richard Martin. 
Thurs 16th South Hinksey 
with New Hinksey: clergy - 
Balwant Singh. 

Fri 17th Wolvercote with 
Summertown (LEP): clergy - 
Anthony Gann, David 
Michaels, Ruth Ball, 
Christopher Ball, William 
Pryor; LLM’s - Margaret 
Clarke, Anne Holmes, Tony 
Lemon. 

Sat 18th The strengthening 
of family life and especially 
for children and families in 


Rowlandson, Bekah Little. 
DAY OF PENTECOST 
(WF3TT SUNDAY) 

Sun 1 9th Post office work- 
ers, postmen and women. 
For telephone engineers and 
operators, especially those 
who look after our phones 
and e-mail connections. 

Mon 20th All who are being 
called to the ministry of God’s 
Church. For the diocesan 
vocations network: chairman 
- Hilary Unwin, and deanery 
representatives. For advisors; 
religious communities - Ann 
Verena; Church Army - 
Rupert Hankey; ethnic con- 
cerns - Beverley Ruddock. 
Tues 21st Sonning dean- 
ery. Thanking God for all 
that has been achieved in the 
deanery over recent years. 
For the new synod and lay 
chairmen. For the develop- 
ment of youth work building 
on all that Ros Turner has 
done. For the new Twyford 
LEP as a way of furthering 
the Kingdom. For the area 
dean - Alan Wilson. 

Wed 22nd Arborfield with 
Barkham: clergy - Piers 
Bickersteth; LLM’s - Ian 
Mackenzie, Russell Shipton. 
Bear Wood; clergy - Haigh 
Etches: Woosehill Community 
Church (LEP Conventional 
District); clergy - Helen 
White; LLM - Elaine Steere. 
Thurs 23rd California: 
clergy - Carol Edwards. 
Hugh Wakeling, John 
Edwards. Crowthorne; cler- 
gy - Brian Spense; LLM’s - 


David Webster, Pat Smith. 
Sat 25th Owlsmoor (Group 
ministry with Sandhurst); clergy 

- Ros Parrett Sandhurst; Lower 
Sandhurst; clergy - Alan 
Wilson, Andrew Bullock, John 
White. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
Sun 26th Vets and those 
who are studying in vetinary 
colleges. For all who work in 
animal hospitals and those 
who look after our pets, and 
the protection of wild life. 
Mon 27th Ruscombe and 
Twyford: clergy - Graham 
Hamborg, Tim Dakin, Des 
Foote: LLM’s - Paul Minton, 
Robert Cuff e-Adams, 

Geoffrey Pugh; full-time 
youth worker (here and at 
Wargrave) - Ros Turner. 
Tues 28th Sonning: Charvil; 
clergy - Chris Clarke, David 
Collin, Michael Forrer: LLM’s 

- David Sims, Bob Peters. 
Wargrave: Crazies Hill Mission 
Room: clergy - John Ratings; 
LLM - Granville Hawkes. 

Wed 29th Wokingham All 
Saints: clergy - David 
Hodgson, Janet Lucas, Colin 
James, Tony Kemp; LLM - 
Brian Johnson Roberts. 
Thurs 30th DAY OF 
THANKSGIVING FOR 
HOLY COMMUNION 
(CORPUS CHRISTI) 
Wokingham St Paul: 
Emmbrook Community 
Church: clergy - Roger 
Stillman, Roy Holmes, Roy 
Burgess: LLM - Jane 

Stillman. 




Oxford Road , Gerrards Cross , 
Bucks SL9 8SZ. Phone: 
(01753) 884631 


Coward, 9.30 - 4pm, £5. 
Details: Mrs Penny Warburton, 
The Christian Foundation, The 
Square, Aylesbury St, 
Wolverton MK12 5HX 



munities, our rarms ana dusi- 
nesses. Fill our hearts with 
hope as we follow in the 
steps of your Son, 
trusting you to 


- Alan raimer. 

Sat 11th Oxford St Mary 
the Virgin with St Cross with 
St Peter in the East: clergy - 
Brian Mountford, Harriet 


uayrora: ana ror rneir srarr 
and social workers. For 
FLAME (Family Life and 
Marriage Education): co- 
chairman - Gary 


ciergy - onena i\unn, joan 
Wakeling: LLM - Keith 
Atton. Hurst; Winnersh; 
clergy - Douglas Loveridge, 
Clifford Smith; LLM’s - 


woKingnam oi ocuasuan: cier- 
gy - Andrew Marsden, Erik 
Fudge, Margaret Kingdom, 
Marina Brain: LLM’s - Jill 
Bright, Ann Potts. 




MAY 

1 GROVE May Special at 
Cornerstone, Saville Way, 
Almond slice with tea or coffee, 
£1.40. 01235 223867 
1 READING ‘Joseph and the 
Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’ 
(Concert version) and supporting 
programme. Reading Concert 
Singers and Church Choirs at St 
Agnes’ Church, Northumberland 
Ave, 7.30pm, £4.50/£4. 0118 942 
5290. 

3 - 6 MILTON KEYNES The 

Changing Scenes of Life, Flower 
Festival at St Mary’s Wavendon, 
Sat - Mon 11 - 4pm. Faure’s 
Requiem, Friday 3rd, 7.30pm. 
Songs of Praise, Sunday 5th, 6pm. 

4 GERRARDS CROSS Children 
in God’s Family, seminar day for 
pa.jnts, grandparents, children’s 
workers 10.30 -5.30pm, £10. 01753 
278103, extension@rapidial.co.uk 

4 WENDOVER A Golden 
Celebration with Wendover Choral 
Society, 7.30pm at St George’s 
Holton. Tickets: (01296) 696204 

4 HAMBLEDEN The Ionian 
Singers at St Mary the Virgin, 
7.30pm. A programme of celebra- 
tory music for the Queen’s Jubilee 
and the coming of Spring. £9, 
01491 574652 

5 AMERSHAM Beauty in Chants, a 
simple but powerful service drawing 
upon contemplative Christian chants 
from around the world. 01494 
726680 

5 WENDOVER Tea and cakes at St 
Mary’s, 2.30 to 5pm, every Sunday 
until Harvest 

6 WINKFIELD May Day Fair 
‘Dexter Meat Auction’ with Friends 
of St Martin and Sunday School 
stalls. 01344 882918 


6 THAME The Holy Spirit and the 
Future, 8pm at St Mary’s Church, 
with John Leach 01844 213491 
6 IVER HEATH Jubilee Fund 
Raising Day at Iver Heath Study 
Centre, Slough Rd, 11 - 4pm. 
01895 270730 

9 OXFORD Riding Lights 
Roughshod Theatre Company pre- 
sents ‘First Hand’ at St Aldates 
Church, 7.30pm, £4/£3. 

9 IVER HEATH Growing Together, 
increasing 'understanding of the 
importance of local action for sus- 
tainable development, at Iver Heath 
Study Centre, Slough Rd. 0121 
2485906 www.ivernature.com 

9 TYRINGHAM WITH FIL- 
GRAVE Garden Fete including pho- 
tographic pet competition and cream 
teas in aid of St Peter’s Church, 
2.30pm. 01234 711566. 

10 & 11 THEALE Englefield May 
Fair 10am to 5pm at Englefield 
House. Grand Plant Sale, quilt and 
patchwork exhibition and stalls, 
dolls house exhibition, steam rally 
and more. Entrance £5, in aid of The 
Motor Neurone Disease Association. 
0118 930 2221 

1 1 IVER HEATH The Richings 
Choral Society, Faure’s Requim 
Cantique de Jean Racine in St 
Peter’s Church, 8pm. 01753 535184 
1 1 HIGH WYCOMBE Christian 
Aid Children’s Concert at St John’s 
Church, 7.30pm. 01494 530782 

1 1 OXFORD FOCUS ‘Working 
with Loss - a Christian Perspective’ 
led by Sheila Stephen, 9.30am - 4pm 
at Diocesan Church House. £15 for 
members, £20 for non-members. 
01628 636469 

1 1 OLNEY Mixed Welsh Choir, 
Cantorion Creigiau at St Peter’s and 
St Paul’s, 8pm. £5. 01234 241146 


11 BROUGHTON Recital by 
organist Kevin Bowyer at 7pm at St 
Mary’s Church, followed by drinks 
in Broughton Castle. £8. 01295 
250596 

1 1 WENDOVER The Endellion 
String Quartet. St Mary’s Church, 
8pm, £9.50/£8.50, children free. 
01296 622805. 

1 1 STRATFIELD MORTIMER 

St Mary’s Festival begins with con- 
cert by Choir of St Mary 
Magdelene, Oxford, 7.30pm at St 
Mary’s Church. Festival continues 
with various events including 14 
May, A Right Royal Evening, 
7.30pm; 16 May, Rock Mass, 
7.30pm; 3 June, Mortimer Jubilee 
Maying, 3pm, with the Bishop of 
Reading. All events at St Mary’s 
Church. See article on page 4 for 
details, or 0118 933 2648/3704 
11 & 12 STONE Village History 
Society free exhibitions in school, 
village hall and St John Baptist 
Church. Refreshments and lunches 
in Methodist Church, for 
Christian Aid. 01296 748369. 

13 THAME The Holy Spirit and 
Good News, 8pm at St Mary’s 
Church, with Eric Delve, Area 
Dean of Maidstone 

14 CAVERSHAM The Oak 
House Quiet Garden, day led by 
Mrs Leslie Maynerd, 10am - 3pm. 
0118 9476067 

14 OXFORD Council of Christians 
and Jews, ‘Did the Prodigal Son’s 
older brother get a fair deal? 8pm at 
The House of St Gregory and St 
Macrina, 1 Canterbury Rd. 01865 
761630. 

17, 18, 19 PANGBOURNE 

Falkland Islands Memorial Chapel 
Flower Festival, Pangboume College. 


Fri/Sat 10 - 6pm, Sun 12 - 5pm. 
0118 9842326 

18 WINKFIELD ‘Golden Jubilee 
Ball’, Bracknell Hilton 7pm in aid St 
Martin’s Chavey Down Fund 
Raising Appeal. 01344 882918. 

18 OXFORD Justice and Peace 
Action Study Day at Plater College, 
Headington. ‘Basic Christian 
Communities: Practical Christianity 
for today’ 10 - 3.30pm, with 
Christopher Rowland, Prof of 
Theology at Queen’s College. 01865 
740500. 

18 WING Plant and Cake Stall, 
High Street, outside JONS, 9.30 - 
12.30pm. In aid of All Saints 
Church. 

18 STEWKLEY St Michael’s Plant 
Sale/ Coffee Morning 10am to noon 


( 2002 - Have We Got News 
For You’, St Luke’s 
Maidenhead, 18 May - 16 
June. 18, Launch, 11am - 4pm, 
Vicarage Gardens. 25 11am - 1pm, 
music workshop with The Drones, 
3pm Family concert. 26 Mums and 
Toddlers service, 3pm. 2 Jubilee all 
age worship, 10am. 3 Jubilee Street 
Party, 2 - 9pm. 9 Song recital 
3.30pm. Pet Service, 6pm. 16 
Celebration service and dedication 
of re-ordered chapel, 10am. 01628 
783033. 


in aid of Bell Fund 01525 240069. 

18 OXFORD Pentecost 
Celebration including Vivaldi 
Gloria, Westminster College 
Chapel, North Hinksey, 7.30pm. 
£5/£3.50. 01865 427837. 

19 AMERSHAM ‘Having Indirect 
and Direct Access to God’. Led by 
Revd Philip Roderick, 6-8pm at St 
Michaels, £5. 01494 726680 


19 WATERPERRY Sponsored 
walk for Cancer Research around 
Waterperry Estate, near Wheatley, 
10am onwards. Details/ sponsorship 
forms from 01844 208073. 

19 MARSH BALDON Whitsunday 
Concert given by the Thames 
Consort, featuring 16th and 17th 
Century music. St Peter’s Church, 
8pm, £7.50. 01865 343336. 

St Bartholomew’s, Lower 
Basildon Open Days 
The church near Pangbourne will be 
open to visitors and ‘manned’ on: 

22 May: 1 1 - 3pm; 26 May: 2 - 4pm; 

23 June: 2 - 4pm; 26 June: 1 1 - 3pm; 

24 July: 11 - 3pm; 28 July: 2 - 4pm; 

25 Augus:t 2 - 4pm; 28 August: 11- 
3pm; 25 September: 1 1 - 4pm 
Guided Tours available. 

19 WOOLSTONES Workshop on 
Liturgical Dance by Isabelle 
McKarahan. 3-5. 30pm followed by 
evening service 6.30-7.30pm. Holy 
Trinity Church, £5/£ 3. 01908 


THE OPEN air play 'The Life of 
Christ 7 will be produced from 25 - 30 
June at Wintershall, Bramley, Surrey. 
It is an all day play starting at 10am 
and finishing about 4pm. In previous 
years this play has sold out of tickets 


322533. 

24 FINGEST Healing Service with 
laying on of hands and anointing at 
Holy Communion 10.15am. 01628 
476291 

25 ASTON TIRROLD Personality 
and Prayer 10 - 4pm, £15, leader: 
Brian Berry. At The Centre for 
Reflection. 01235 847270 

25 READING Organ recital by 
Jonathan Melling, St Giles Church, 
Southampton Street, £5/£ 2. 

25 MIDDLE ASTON Plant Sale, 
10.30am, Westcott, in aid of Steeple 
Aston Church Restoration Appeal. 
£2 to include refreshments. 0207 
736 3210 or 07958 912271. 

25 & 26 MARSH GIBBON 
‘Teddy Bear Extravaganza Weekend’ 
in aid of urgent church repairs and 
the Children’s Society, 11am - 4pm, 
£l/£0.50. 01869 277297 
25 & 26 CROWMARSH Flower 
Festival, St Mary Magdelene 
Church, 10am - 6pm Sat, 12am - 
6pm Sun, ending with ‘Songs of 


early and everyone is recommended to 
apply as soon as possible with a cheque 
and stamped self addressed envelope. 
Tickets from Wintershall Estate , 
Bramley , Guildford , GU5 OLR 
(01483) 892167. 


Praise’ service, Sun 6pm. 01491 
837243. 

26 DIDCOT A Gospel Day with 
Lillian Boutte at the Civic Hall, 3 - 
5pm for the workshop, concert at 
6.30pm. 01367 710593 

26 CHALGROVE Amnesty 
International Chalgrove Group present 
Sharon Warnes (violin) and Jeremy 
Boughton (piano) in concert. St Mary’s 
Church, 7.30pm, £7. 01865 890392 
31 - 4 June WEST WYCOMBE 
‘Holy Days and Holidays’ Flower 
Festival at St Lawrence on the Hill, 
10 - 5pm. 01494 527429. 

JUNE 

1-3 BROUGHTON Jubilee 
Flower Festival at St Mary’s Church. 
01295 257071 

1-3 PITSTONE Spring Festival of 
Flowers, St Mary’s Church. 01296 
661544. 

1 - 4 HIGH WYCOMBE Jubilee 
Flower Festival at All Saints Parish 
Church, Town Centre. 01494 
529179 

2 ABINGDON Jubilee Celebration 
Service, St Michael and All Angels, 
Park Road, 6.30pm. Refreshments. 

2 READING Jubilee Tea at All 
Saints’ Church, Downshire Square, 
3.30 - 5pm, £2.50/£l.50. Stalls, 
raffle, fancy dress. 

2 & 3 DUCKLINGTON Jubilee 
Weekend, 14 open gardens, admis- 
sion/programme from Village Hall; 
flower festival in St Bartholomew’s 
Church and Songs of Praise with 
Brize Norton Singers, 6pm Sunday. 
01993 772722 

4 - 8 PRINCESS RISBOROUGH 

‘Jairus’, a play with Inter Church 
Productions at Lord Williams Lower 
School. 01844 214388. 


Notices 


Oxford Diocesan Council 
for the Deaf 

The Revd David Manship has 
retired as Chairman of ODCD, 
his successor is The Venerable 
Eddie Shirras, 4 Culham Close, 
Abingdon, OX14 2AS (01235) 
550381 

Oxford Diocesan Council 
for Social Aid 

The new secretary for the 
Council for Social Aid is: 

Mrs Primrose Gallimore, Fern 
Cottage, Stewkley, Leighton 
Buzzard, Beds LU7 0HA 
All applications for grants 
should go to the secretary. 


Church Action on 
Domestic Violence 

Is somebody hurting 
you? Help is at hand. 

Ring (01865) 208213 for confi- 
dential conversation or email 
socresp@dch.oxford.anglican.org 


Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion, 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 
Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion on 
Wednesdays only 6pm Choral 
Evensong 6pm Sung Eucharist 
on Thursdays or Saints Days 


WINTERSHALL 


THE LIFE OF CHRIST 


2002 




The DoorPost is a supplement to 
The Door and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publ : ‘ions 


The Door is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 


free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 


Editorial address: The Door, Telephone: 01865 208227 
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Oxford 0X2 0NB. 
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The Home of Devenish 

Registered Charity No. 202400 
Weymouth, Dorset 

The Charity has 23 
Bungalow’s and 2 Flats on 
three carefully maintained 
estates situated between 
Weymouth Town Centre and 
Portland Harbour. 

Each property has two 
bedrooms, is unfurnished, 
occupied rent free and is 
centrally heated, decorated 
and maintained free of charge to the tenant. 

Council Tax is also paid by the charity. They are not warden controlled. 

Widows of Clergymen of the 
Church of England or 
Widows of Officers of the 
Armed Services (excluding 
Territorial Army and Royal 
Naval Volunteer Reserve) 
will qualify for residence 
providing their financial 
circumstances justify this 
and they are members of 
the Church of England. 

If you are finding it difficult to cope financially in your present home, 
please write or telephone for a brochure and application form to: 

Mr J.A. Luthwaite, The Home of Devenish, 

The Granary, Ford’s Barn, East Chaldon, 

Dorchester, Dorset DT2 8DN 

Telephone: 01305 853784 Registered Charity No. 202400 




As time goes by.. 


Peter Davisons Story: 

I am now in my 
seventies and for the 
most part of my life 
have been very fit and 
active to the extent of 
running slow 
marathons until strick- 
en down by arthritis. 

It reached the stage 
where I could not even 
walk 100 yards. 

Gradually the pain had 
built up to such an 
extent that it forced me 
to stop. I could not get 
out of a chair without 
pushing myself up. I 
used to wake up during 
the night in absolute 
agony. 

On a visit to New 
Zealand, I heard of an 
old acquaintance who 
had been troubled with 
arthritis for years, mainly 
in his knees. He had 
heard of Bee Sting 
Therapy and so every 
other day he put live 
Bees on his knees until 
they stung him. This was 
painful but it did relieve 
the arthritis pain and after 
a month he was able to 
discontinue the 
treatment. 


Arthritis Bee Gone! 

f Advertisement Feature 


He thought he was 
cured but after two 
years, the arthritis 
returned, only this time in 
his hands, and he was 
resigned to starting the 
Bee Sting routine again. 
Fortunately for him, a 
friend told him of a 
remarkable discovery by 
a Beekeeper in nelson in 
the South Island of New 
Zealand. Some honey 
had accidentally been 
mixed up with bee 
venom and a neighbour 
calling to collect the 
honey had picked up the 


WALKING 


JNG DIFFICUUTES 
INDOORS OR 
OUTDOORS 

ALL BRITISH MADE. THE 
MOST ADVANCED 
WALKING FRAMES FOR 
COMPLETE MOBILITY AND 
INDEPENDENCE. 

THESE ADJUSTABLE WALKERS AND 
TROLLEYS WILL KEEP YOU MOBILE 
AND ACTIVE THEY HAVE SEATS. 
WHEELS. AUTOMATIC BRAKES. 
BASKETS AND TRAYS: FOLD FOR 
TRAVELLING. WEIGHT 8lbs. 

SEND OR RING FOR ILLUSTRATED 

Leaflet to: 

KINGSWOOD SUPPLY CO, 
DEPT TOUCAN WAY, 
BASILDON, ESSEX SS16 6ER 

TEL. 01268 533768 

RtfC 


Help is available for any bereaved person 

OXFORD CRUSE 

offers a service according to need: 

- Individual counselling for adults I cruse 

and children between 5- 1 6 V^ eme, “ 

Wesley Memorial Hall. New Inn Street, OXFORD OX1 2DJ 

TELEPHONE: 01865 245398 

OFFICE OPEN 10.00- 1 2.00pm Monday to Friday. Ansaphone other times 
Registered Charity No. 20807H 



wrong pot! 

The neighbour returned 
after two weeks wanting 
to know what was in the 
honey as the arthritis 
which had been troubling 
him for years had disap- 
peared. The Beekeeper, 
Philip Cropp, eventually 
realised that it was the 
mixture of honey and 
bee venom which had 
caused the improvement 
and after much experi- 
mentation and subse- 
quent trial work, decided 
to market the product 
under the name of 


Nectar Ease. 

This acquaintance of 
mine bought a pot of 
Nectar Ease and the 
arthritis in his hands 
disappeared. I phoned 
him up and offered to 
refund me the cost of a 
pot if it did not help me. 
An offer I could not 
refuse! I had my first full 
night’s sleep in years. 
Gradually my mobility 
increased. I can now 
leap out of a chair and 
walk for miles, although 
running brings back pain 
in one knee. I therefore 
exercise at the gym for 
one hour each day. 


TRINITY WILL WRITERS LTD 

Friendly plain English Advice 

IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME. 

We visit you daytime or evenings. 
Professionally written all for a lot less than you may think. 

Will Writing Has Never Been Easier. 

Your Will convenient and affordable. 

For a friendly chat phone John on: 01491 571633 


HIGH WYCOMBE 

Sfoferttotfiicty 

For FREE loan of battery scooters, 
manual and power wheelchairs 
Open Monday to Saturday 

PHONE: 01494 472277 


<bv 


also at 

Court Gardens, Marlow 
PHONE: 01628 405218 

Registered Charity No: 1040164 



OXFORDSHIRE 

COUNTY COUNCIL 


SOCIALSERVICESJ 


Prot e ° 


Have you thought about Fostering or Adoption? 



We will provide: 

• Training • Individual Support • Finance 

TO REQUEST AN INFORMATION PACK TEL: 01865 375515 
E-mail: social.services@oxfordshire.gov.uk Website: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk 


...who wish to become foster carers and adopters from all ethnic 
backgrounds for school age children or brothers and sisters who wish to stay 
together and children with disabilities. 

We can help you to explore whether adoption or fostering is right for you. 
You may be able to offer short or long term support, weekdays of weekends. 
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Do you think your child 
might be Dyslexic? 


Do you think your child might be 
Dyslexic? It is now possible to 
:est children from the age of 4 
/ears to check whether there are 
Dyslexic tendencies. 

This means that treatment can start 
earlier and many of the future problems 
A/ith Reading, Writng, and Spelling can 



Nectar Ease™ 


The ‘Aches & Pains’ Honey 
A careful blend of Manuka Honey 
& Bee Venom 


The healing properties of the Manuka Tree 
have long been part of New Zealand folklore 
and recent scientific and medical evidence 
supports this. The benefits of Bee Venom 
have long been known - and bee venom 
therapy is still used today to ease the pain 
of Arthritis, Bursitis and Tendonitis. 

Recent clinical trials conducted in 
New Zealand found that two thirds of 
patients suffering from Arthritis had 
significant pain relief and increased mobility 
after using Nectar Ease™. 

Now al$o available is Nectar Ease™ Plus, 
incorporating Glucosamine Sulphate. 

Freephone: 0800 783 0942 

Or write to: Nectar Ease UK Ltd 
1 Bradfield Road, Field End Road, 

South Ruislip HA4 0NU 
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be greatly lessened, or overcome. 
Dyslexics are usually intelligent and not, 
as commonly expected, slow learners. 

If you would like to know either your 
own or your child's basic ability(I.Q) the 
Centre for Neuro-developmental Delay 
can test both children and adults and 
give advice on how to deal with 
Dyslexia. 

Tel: 01280 813658 



Are you suffering from: 
Aches, Pain, Stress, Depression 
or Fluid Retention? 


Marie-France Bewley 


MA (HONS), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 


Why not try? 

For more information, 
please contact: 

160 Oxford Road 
Abingdon 
OXON 0X14 2 AF 

01235 555932 
U 01865 558561 

O Aromatherapy 
O Massage 
O Reflexology 
O Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 

www.mfbewley.org.uk 


ACE DENTURE CENTRE 


DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YDU WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 


HOME FROM HOME 

The College of St Barnabas provides two room flatlets 
with en-suite facilities for retired clergy and their wives, 
Readers and Licensed Lay Workers. 

There are two Chapels a Library and a Common Room 
Three meals a day are served in the refectory, laundry 
and room-cleaning are included in the fee. 

The College is adjacent to Dormans Railway Station 
from which there are frequent trains to London. Cars 
take residents to nearby East Grinstead on two morning 
a week. Medical facilities are available on site. 

Further information is available on our web site 
collofstbamabas@aol.com or from The Warden, 
College of St Barnabas, Lingfield RH7 6NJ 

Telephone: 01342 870260 

Registered Charity 1 Number 205220 


Wyndham 

Housing Association 

Wyndham Housing Association 
provides sheltered accommodation 
in central North Oxford. We offer 
self contained one-bedroom flats, 
central heating, laundry room, guest 
rooms, pleasant courtyard gardens 
and 24 hour warden service. Two 
meals a day will also be served to 
each flat. The flats are available for 
sale or rent. 



Tel No. 01865 511239 

For further information please contact: 
The Administrator ; Wyndham House, 
Plantation Road, Oxford 0X2 6JJ 








FINANCIAL SERVICES DIVISION 


Tel No. 


www.ecclesiastical.co.uk/financialservices 

•When you buy any of our financial products following a financial review with one of our expert 
Financial Services Consultants. Offer closes 31st July 2002. Please note that any advice or 
information you do receive will relate only to the products and services offered by the 
Ecclesiastical Group and the adopted Stakeholder Pension product of a certain other provider. 


E-mail . 


TD/05 

Post to: Ecclesiastical Financial Services Division, 
PO Box 9, FREEPOST, Stroud GL6 8ZZ 


Free, no-obligation 
financial review 

with an Ecclesiastical 
Financial Services 
Consultant. 


Free pocket tax guide 

to help point you towards 
making the most of your tax 
benefits. 




Call 0800 731 6549 

to make an appointment 


To arrange a free financial review, complete and return 
this coupon or phone to make an appointment. 

Please send me my FREE pocket tax guide Q 


Title/Name _ 
Address 


ECCLESIASTICAL 


Postcode _ 


Date of Birth 


Free £25 Parish 
Voucher* 

when you purchase an 
Ecclesiastical product 
or policy. 
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The Queen's 
Foundation 


FOR tCUMtNlCAL THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION 



LEARNING AT THE PLACE 
WHERE TRADITIONS MEET 

Full and part-time study programmes that are rigorous, 
relevant, practical and ecumenical leading to: 

Certificate, Diploma or BA (Hons) in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/Th.D. in Applied Theological Studies 
MA/PhD Research Degrees 


Why not build on existing achievements through part-time in-service 
training so as to upgrade your Diploma to Degree (BA Hons), 
your Degree to Postgraduate Diploma/MA/ThD? 


For more information contact: 

The Queen’s Foundation, Somerset Road, Birmingham B15 2QH 
0121-454 1527 - Email: enquire@queens.ac.uk 
or visit www.queens.ac.uk 


Th€ Importance Of Theology 


Theology & Christian Studies 
by Distance Learning 


Courses on offer: Certificate and Diploma in Christian Studies, BA, BA (Hons) 

in Theology, MA in Practical and Contextual Theology 

Emphasis on Theology in social context 

A wide range of modules on offer 

Specially designed interactive Distance Learning materials 

Residential Schools in Oxford 

Academic support from experienced tutors with specialist expertise 
Personal Tutor support 
■ Multiple exit awards 

In a recent review of teaching quality Theology and Religious Studies at 
Oxford Brookes was awarded an excellent 23/24. 

Contact us now for a course prospectus: 

Tel: 01865 488452 
Fax: 01865 201197 
Email: theology@brookes.ac.uk 

Westminster Institute of Education 
Oxford Brookes University 
k\ Harcourt Hill Campus 



Oxford 0X2 9AT 

www.brookes.ac.uk/ 

schools/education/ 

tpr.html 


OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 


Why Study Theology? 

Why study Theology? This 
question can be broken 
down into two parts: 'Why 
is the study of Theology 
important ? 1 and 'Why 
might the study of 
Theology be important for 
you?' 

The importance of Theology 
Religious beliefs provide a 
sense of purpose, a source 
of values, and a way of life 
for many people. But there 
are different religions and 
interpretations of those 
religions, often promoting 
apparently incompatible 
beliefs. And the world is full 
of disagreement 
(sometimes leading to war) 
about which of these beliefs 
we should hold. It's 
therefore important that 
some people spend time 
trying to understand the 
meaning of religious 
beliefs, and thinking about 
whether or not they might 
be true. 

Religious beliefs also 
influence the cultural 
heritage of the societies in 
which they develop. We 
cannot understand a 
society's art, architecture, 
literature, or way of life 
unless we understand its 
religious beliefs. 

Why Theology might be 
important for you 
You may have personal 
and/or vocational reasons 
for studying Theology. On a 
personal level, you may 
wish to deepen your 
understanding of 


HEYTHROP COLLEGE 


UNIVERSITY OF LONDON 

The Specialist Philosophy and Theology College of the University 

Masters' Degrees 



Places still available for September 



Heythrop College, founded by the Society of Jesus in 1614, has one 
of the finest theological libraries in Britain, as well as one of the 
largest Theology teaching faculties. The College is situated in 
private gardens in the heart of Kensington, with excellent 
underground and bus links to all mainline stations. 


The following Masters' courses are available: 


MA in Biblical Studies # * 
MA in Pastoral Liturgy # 
MA in Pastoral Studies + 


MA in Christian 
Spirituality + * 

MA in Psychology of 
Religion + * 


MA in Philosophy and 
Religion + * 

MA in Christianity and 
Interreligious Dialogue + 

MA in Philosophy + 


-•- One year full-time, or part-time over two or three years 

# Part-time only 

* Evening tuition 


For further details, please contact Annabel Clarkson, Academic Registrar, 
Heythrop College, University of London, Kensington Square, London W8 
5HQ; e-mail: enquiries@heythrop.ac.uk: fax: 020 7795 4200; or telephone: 
020 7795 6600. Please state where you saw the advertisement. Further 
information may also be found at www.hevthrop.ac.uk. 


Heythrop College is a registered charity No. 312923 


Advertisement Feature 


Christianity, or some aspect 
of it. Heythrop College, a 
college of the University of 
London, offers a range of 
undergraduate Theology 
degrees, in addition to 
Masters' degrees in Biblical 
Studies, Pastoral Liturgy, 
Pastoral Studies, or 
Christian Spirituality. Or you 
may want to clarify your 
own beliefs (whatever they 
might be) - perhaps to 
grapple with a difficult 
problem by looking at 
others' solutions. If so, you 
might consider Heythrop's 
MAs in Psychology of 
Religion, Philosophy and 
Religion, or Christianity and 
Interreligious Dialogue. 

On a vocational level, a 
qualification in Theology is 


particularly useful not only 
for working with one of the 
churches, but also for those 
in the teaching profession, 
the social services, or other 
occupations which are 
concerned with people and 
their values. The managerial 
and organisational levels of 
the voluntary sector are 
also interested in those 
with theological expertise. 
Theology and faith 
But will studying Theology 
challenge your current 
beliefs? It may well do - 
and, if you are studying 
Theology from the 
perspective of faith, you 
may find that your faith 
changes as a consequence. 
But this can be a very 
positive development, since 



MASTERS' COURSES 

AT SPURGEONS 4. 

and THE COLLEGE OF $%£ 
PREACHERS Y 


Tlic College of 

PREACHERS 


MTh in Preaching 

Open Learning Course ^ 

Validated by the University of Wales 


An opportunity for further study which relates 
to and involves your present ministry 
A course which will sharpen your skills and 
deepen your understanding 


Contact: The Administrator, 10A North Street, Bourne, 
Lincolnshire PE10 9AB 
01778 422929 

enquiries@collegeofpreachers.org.uk 
www.collegeofpreachers.org.uk 
Supported by the Open Book Project of The Bible Society 


St Mary’s College 

A College of the University of Surrey 


Department of Theology & religious Studies 


MA in Chaplaincy Studies 
MA in Pastoral Theology 

Announcing two new exciting MA programmes. Both 
programmes can be taken at Postgraduate Diploma or 
MA level. The MA programmes include a placement 
component. 

Starting dates: 

September 2002 
February 2003 

In addition we offer Undergraduate Degree 
programmes in Theology & Religious Studies. 
For further information on all the above programmes 
contact: 


Carol Lourdas 

Dept, of Theology & Religious Studies 
St Mary’s College, Waldegrave Road, 
Strawberry hill, Twickenham TWI 4SX 

Tel: 020 8240 4198 
Fax: 020 8240 2362 
Email: lourdasc@smuc.ac.uk 

www.smuc.ac.uk 



Henry Martyn Centre 


for the study of mission & world Christian ity 


Ht^C 


WITH 

University Of Cambridge 

Faculty of Divinity 


EASTER TERM 2002 

Westminster College 


2 May 2:15pm Emma Wild- Wood 

Former CMS mission partner in the Congo, 

PhD Student, Edinburgh, Executive Secretary, 
British and Irish Association of Mission Studies 
“Identity and Migration: The development of an 
Anglican church in north East Congo 1960-2000 ” 


16 May 2:15pm Revd. Dr Andy Wheeler 

“ Former CMS mission partner with the Sudanese 

Church, Editor of Faith in Sudan, a series of books 
exploring the history and experience of the 
Sudanese Church 

“From Ancient Nubia to Laro the Slave Tree: 
History, Christian Identity and the Future of Sudan ” 

OPEN TO ALL 

Contact: Dr Brian Stanley bs217@cam.ac.uk 
Henry Martyn Centre, Westminster College. Cambridge 

01223 741120 


www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk 


the faith you will have at the 
completion of your studies 
will be a faith which has 
faced up to difficulties and 
survived. Your faith will no 
longer be so vulnerable to 
the questions which you - 
or others - may ask of it. As 


a believer with a faith which 
has withstood analysis, you 
will help to give your 
religion greater credibility in 
the eyes of the world. And 
you will have a faith which 
you can live with - and live 
for - in confidence. 


A DISTANCE LEARNING DEGREE IN THEOLOGY 


Work at your own pace in the comfort of your home 


Understand the Bible better 


Study your faith in depth 


Learn to think Theologically 


Apply insights gained to life 


For a prospectus contact us today: 

The 

OPEN 

THEOLOGICAL 

College 

PO Box 220, The Park Campus, The Park, Cheltenham, 
Gloucestershire GL50 2QF 
Telephone: 01242 532837 Fax: 01242 532801 
Email: otc@glos.ac.uk 



is hosting 

'The Realism of the Kingdom of God' 

the first church conference in the UK 


by 


Professor Dallas Willard 

author of The Divine Conspiracy & Spirit of the 


Disciplines 

" ..never miss an opportunity to hear him " Dr Os Guinness 
" one of my favourite authors, well worth listening to" Jjohn 
(See article in May issue of Christianity & Renewal) 

Friday 24 - Saturday 25 May 2002 
in Central London 


Contact: Living Waters! 1) PO Box 1530, 
London SW1W0WF 

Tel/fax: 020 7630 1044 Email: Lw1uk@aol.com 



The Centre for 
Jewish-Christian 


Relations 

offers an 

MA degree in Jewish-Christian Relations 
by Distance Learning 


Excellent rating from the Quality Assurance Agency 
Students of all ages and backgrounds welcomed 


Modules include: Jewish and Christian Responses 
to the Holocaust; Jewish-Christian Relations in 
Europe in the 20th Century; Jewish and Christian 
Biblical Interpretation; The Land of Israel. 


Applications now accepted for courses starting 
September 2002 


Summer School 2002 - Cambridge, 14-26 July 

'Liturgy & Worship in Jewish-Christian Relations' 
The programme can be taken as a module and will 
examine the history, theology and practice of liturgy 
within Judaism and Christianity. 


For further information please contact: 
CJCR, Wesley House, 30 Jesus Lane, 
Cambridge CB5 8BJ Tel: (01223) 741038, 
enquiries@cjcr.cam.ac.uk, www.cjcr.cam.ac.uk 


St Deiniol's Library 

1902 - 2002 

Centenary Year ' t ' 


Hawarden, Flintshire 
CH5 3DF Wales * 



This Fine Residential Library was built as a 
memorial to William Ewart Gladstone and 

has for 100 years been welcoming those 
engaged in "the pursuit of divine learning " 

Collections in Theology, History, Literature 
& 1 9th century 

-I* Refurbished accommodation En-suite now 
available 

* Sabbaticals & Short Study Breaks 

* Holidays in Wales & Chester area 
2002 Programme of Courses 


Please contact us for further information 


Tel: 01244 532350 


Email: deiniol.visitors@btinternet.com 
http://st-deiniols.chester.ac.uk 
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By Mark Thomson IFA, Head of Financial Services, 
Morton Fisher Solicitors, Bromsgrove, Worcestershire. 


With more and more parents having to make 
significant sacrifices to secure a private 
education for their children, it is now more 
important than ever to plan ahead for school fees. 
It may sound like a rather self-evident cliche, but 
you really cannot start to plan early enough. 

School fees now average in excess of £6,000 per child 
per annum, but this can obviously vary according to 
whether your child is a day pupil or boarder and 
there are some regional variations. 

Where there is more than one child in 
private education, then the impact on the 
household budget becomes increasingly 
significant. 

But before you start wondering where all 
this money from your taxed, disposable 
income is going to come from, ask 
yourself whether you are making the most 
of the money that you currently earn. 

Every year, hundreds of millions of pounds 
in potential tax savings go unclaimed, and 
where you are seeking to budget for a private education 
there really is no excuse for missing on the tax breaks 
to which you are entitled. 

At the time of writing, each individual aged 18 and over 
who pays tax in the UK is entitled to take to invest up to 
£7,000 tax free in a Maxi ISA, or invest up to £7,000 tax 
free in three Mini ISAs which can be £3,000 in a Cash 
ISA, £3,000 in an Equity ISA and £1,000 in an Insurance 
ISA. 

Remember, this is for EACH individual aged 18 and 
over, and this is where it makes sense for both the 
parents and the grandparents to plan their finances 
together. 

The burden of educating children privately often comes 
just as the parents careers are on the ascendant but 
have not yet reached their peak earning power. 

Similarly, many grandparents are now looking to help 
their grandchildren have the best possible start in life 
through a private education. 

It should be stressed at this stage that circumstances 
will vary from individual to individual and from family to 
family, so taking impartial, independent financial advice 
from a source experienced in this field is vitally 
important. 



Grandparents, for example, can help through any kind 
of savings plans. Some investment companies offer a 
baby bond which you can take out in the form of a 
monthly savings plan say, over five years with the aim 
of providing some assistance when the child reaches 
the age of full time education. 

Another source of income you may have overlooked is 
in your mortgage repayments. 

With average house prices said to be over 
£100,000 nationally and far more in many 
parts of the country you should check 
what interest rate you are paying on your 
mortgage. 

Depending on your circumstances, the 
savings you could make over five years 
JJ x IS might fund the first year of education. 
While we are on the subject of 
mortgages and property values many 
people, particularly grandparents, have 
huge amounts of capital tied up in their 
property. One area that you can consider, 
albeit it is a contentious area and one that has attracted 
controversy in the past, is that of equity release 
mortgages. 

Put simply, these enable you to release the capital 
locked up in your house now, when you actually need it, 
but you and your estate may lose value in the long term. 
On the other side of the coin, many couples may 
consider that they wish to make use now of the capital 
they have built up in property over the years, on the 
basis that it is now that the money is really needed and 
can be of reai benefit to the family. 

And when you have committed to educating your 
children privately, you may wish to take steps to ensure 
you can follow this decision through to school leaving 
age and beyond. 

It is well worth considering a family income benefit 
policy to protect school fees. 

Your individual circumstances will obviously vary, but as 
an example: 

To protect £12,000 per annum (increasing in line with 
RPI) for a term of 15 years for a male aged 30 next 
birthday would cost £7.70 per month. To include critical 
illness cover (ie, the policy pays out on death or critical 
illness during the term) would cost approximately £15 
per month. 
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DID YOU KNOW 
T THE RSCM 
OW OFFERS ... 


Sunday by Sunday - an invaluable liturgy planner 
giving week-by-week guidance on choosing music 
and hymns of varying styles and difficulty 
throughout the church year. 

Courses and new Education Programmes - 

for singers # and organists of all ages, covering a wide 
range of abilities, from elementary to advanced. 

Music Direct - a fast and efficient mail order 
service. 

Publishing - new music and educational materials 
for church musicians everywhere (25% discount 
for members). 

Church Music Quarterly - the magazine most 
regularly used by church musicians and clergy of 
all denominations throughout the world - news 
and comment, recommendations and reviews. 

If you are involved in planning or leading services, 
or if you value church music and would like to keep 
in touch and lend support, please contact: 

Royal School of Church Music, 

Cleveland Lodge, Westhumble, 

Dorking, Surrey RH5 6BW 
T: 01306 872800 F: 01306 887260 
E: cl@rscm.com W: www.rscm.com 

Subscriptions 

( from now until end 2002): 

Affiliates £69, Individual Members £36, 

Friends £20, Students & Juniors £8 


This article can, at best, 
only provide a general 
guide to how to plan for 
school fees as individual 
circumstances will vary 
widely, but the important 
element in planning to 
maximise your opportunity 
both to save cash and save 
tax is to START EARLY! 


I.A.P.S. 



C.S.A. 


St George’s School, 
Windsor Castle 

There are currently 
vacancies for Choristers 
in the Choir of 
St George’s Chapel, 
Windsor Castle. 
Details from: 

St George’s School 
Tel: 01753 865553 



The University 
of Reading 

Thinking of taking a 

Part-time BA Degree? 

Telephone (0118) 931 6354 for details 

Evenings: English, 

Classical Studies, Philosophy 
Day-time : Archaeology, Classical Studies, 
History, History of Art, Languages, 
Linguistics, Music, Philosophy. 


EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U K. 


92 Different Correspondence Courses for all the family 
Send for your FREE sample course. 

Children 


Begin with the Bible 
Teenagers 

Searching in the Bible 
Adults 

What the Bible Teaches 


Normal Price 
£2.15 


Normal Price 
£2.95 


FREE 


Normal Price 
£2.05 

Send for catalogue and further details. 


Carlett Boulevard. Eastham. Wirral CH62 8BZ 
Tel: 0151 327 1172 Fax: 0151 327 1592 

Web: http://www kingsnet.org.uk/emmaus 
Email emmaus@kmgsnet.org.uk 
Reg Chanty No 267322 


the best da 



CENTRE for NEURO- 
DEVELOPMENTAL DELAY 

DYSLEXIA DEFEATED? 

Reading, Writing, Spelling, Number and 
Co-ordination can all improve tremendously. How? 
By using a new form of treatment which will take 
approx. 10 minutes of your time daily. 

Not extra tuition. 

Educational and dyslexia assessments 
Further information : 

P.N.F. Faulkner B.D., B.Sc (Psych) 

01280 813658 
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dose to 
Buckingham 
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Leighton Buzzard 
Aylesbury 


Swanbourne House 

prepara^pn for top public schools 


IAPS, Co-Ed, Boarding & day, Prep School for 3-13 year olds. For det^^ontact Mrs C Hoflowdlay 
telephone 01296 720 264 fax 01296 728 089 www.swanbourne.org ema*i ofRce^swanbourne.org 


PLATER COLLEGE 

Catholic Adult Residential College 

OXFORD 

SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMME 2002 

Plater College offers a range of residential courses. 

Most courses take place over three days usually at weekends. 

Current courses include: 


Dealing with Drug Abuse 
Dealing with Domestic Violence 
Changing Communities 
Basic Computing 
Web Page Authoring 
The Common Good 
Interfaith Studies 
Communication Skills 
Is Counselling Training For You"? 


10 May 2002 
26 April 2002 
4 May 2002 

5-8 Aug, 12-15 Aug 2002 
12 July 2002 
1-3 June 2002 
16-18 Aug 2002 
3 May 2002 
18-19 May 2002 


Following changes in government funding, these courses are 
currently free to most students. 

Opportunities to explore Catholic Oxford will be available 
to students. 

For further information and booking forms please 
telephone: Heather Mallinson (01865 740 502) 
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Great Courses... 

Full and part-time programmes in: 

Caring, ; Floristry; Child Care; Horticulture; 
Animal Care; Greenkeeping; Landscape Design; 
Equestrian Studies; Veterinary Nursing; 
Countryside Management; Sports & Outdoor 
Activities; HND & BA(Hons) programmes also 
available in Animal Care, Sport, Horticulture, 
Equestrian and Child Care. 

Also extensive part-time provision covering 
computer skills, creative crafts, beekeeping, pet 
care, art in the environment more! 


Free and ample parking. 

Call 01628 824444 
or visit www.bca.ac.uk 



3CA 


Quality Training for Leisure & Landbased Industries 



School of 


Music 




Medina Valley 

1 - 



ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
READING, BERKSHIRE 

An independent day school for girls aged 3 to 18. 


TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



The Royal School of Church Music, now 
celebrating its 75 th anniversary, was 
founded on 6 Dec 1927 , the feast of 
St.Nicolas, patron saint of scholars and 
choristers. 

From its original home at Chislehurst, it moved 
to Canterbury then, from 1954 - 96 to 
Addington Palace, Croydon. Since 1996 the 
headquarters has been at Cleveland Lodge, 
Westhumble, near Dorking, and its activities now 
extend throughout the world, with 11,000 
affiliated churches and 4,000 individual members. 
The RSCM is an educational charity dedicated to 
raising standards and promoting music in every 
denomination and style of Christian worship. It 
offers young people and adults from numerous 


Parish Church choirs the opportunity to 
experience Cathedral worship at first-hand 
through its network of Cathedral Singers. Many 
other residential and non-residential courses are 
arranged each year for singers, instrumentalists 
and composers. 

RSCM Music Direct supplies all types of church 
music and books by mail order, ranging from 
traditional repertoire to modern day worship 
songs. Recent developments include a new six- 
programme scheme for choirs, Voice for Life, and 
an exciting range of publishing, including new 
resources for worship and education in churches 
and schools. 

Benefits of membership include discounts on 
music and courses, a popular quarterly magazine 


and an invaluable liturgy planner, 'Sunday by 
Sunday' which provides recommendations on 
choosing music and hymns week by week. 

A number of special events are planned to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary, including a revival 
of the Box Hill Festival from 3-6 May 2002 at 
Cleveland Lodge. 

From 5-11 August 2002 the RSCM will be 
mounting an International Summer School in 
Durham. This unique festive gathering will 
include daily services sung in the Castle and the 
Cathedral and a variety of workshops and 
seminars, with many singing opportunities 
For further information, please contact Penny 
Neary, tel: 01306 872824, pneary@rscm.com 


CHRISTIAN TEACHERS 
BIOLOGY & GEOGRAPHY 
AS/A2 Level a GCSE 

A CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENT for a 
RESIDENTIAL FIELD STUDY COURSE 
on the ISLE of WIGHT 

Tutors with knowledge and historical data 
Courses designed for Edexcel, AQA 8 OCR 
with a wide variety of issues for individual projects 

Environmental 8 activity 
weeks for junior schools 
dinghy sailing, canoeing, 
orienteering 

for further information and booking 

call 01983 522195 or visit ■ iLwW* 

www.medinavalleycentre.org.uk RECOGNISED 

TEACHING ESUBltSHMercr 




ASHFOLD SCHOOL 

Dorton, Near Thame 

Prep and Pre-Prep School 
3-13+ Day and Weekly Boarding 
An excellent academic record 
together with superb facilities 
for sports, arts, music and IT. 

Please contact the secretary 
for more details: 

telephone: 01844 238237 

Registered Charity No. 272663 
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TEFL qualified teachers 
required for teachers' 
Homestay programme 


Christ Church Cathedral School 



Year 5 Boy Chorister required for September 

CHORAL SCHOLARSHIP 

60% of boarding fees, 

Boys’ Day Preparatory School, 21/2 to 13 
Full Boarding for the Choristers of 
Christ Church Cathedral 

We believe in quality and breadth of education, based 
around modern practices and Christian values, 
combined with traditions dating back to 1546. 

Housed in a combination of historic and modern 
buildings in the heart of Oxford, and with beautiful 
playing fields, we offer outstanding cultural 
opportunities. 


♦ Open to girls of all denominations and faiths 
♦ High academic reputation 
♦ Strong music and drama tradition 
♦ Artistic talent and practical skills encouraged at all ages 
♦ After school playcare for children aged 3 to 1 1 years 
♦ Supervised after school study for Senior Department pupils 

Some vacancies for entry into the Preparatory Department 
and Years 7 and 12 in September 2002. 

For further information and a prospectus, please contact: 

ST JOSEPH’S CONVENT SCHOOL 
UPPER REDLANDS ROAD, READING 
BERKSHIRE RG1 5JT 

Tel: 0118 966 1000 

St Joseph’s Convent School is a registered charity, which exists to provide education for girls 



Cokethorpe 

SCHOOL 

Boys and Girls 7-18 Years 


Open Morning Saturday 11th May 
9.30am - 12.00 Noon 


■ Maximum class size 16. ■ Outstanding pastoral care. 

■ Extended Day 8.30am-5.00pm ■ Extensive local school bus service. 

■ New £2 million ICT/Resources Centre now open. 

Cokethorpe School, Witney, Oxon 0X29 7PU 

01993 703921 

Cokethorpe Educational Trust exists to provide a first class 
education for every pupil. 

Registered Charity No. 309650 


Qualified TEFL/TESOL teachers 
required to provide 'host family' 
accommodation and day time 
English Tuition for short stay 
foreign students. 
Non-TEFL Host Families also 
required for hosting and 
teaching of cooking, gardens 
etc. Good remuneration. 

Contact: Kelvin Fowler 
English Travel and Learning. 

Tel: 01865 557 555 

http://www.teachenglishathome.co.uk 



The Oratory School 


• Education for boys 

• Spirituality for life 

• Academic & sporting excellence 



For a prospectus, 

Telephone: 01491 680 207 
or Fax: 01491 680 020 
or Email: enquiries@oratory.co.uk 

www.oratory.co.uk 


For further details please contact: 

The Registrar 

3 Brewer Street Oxford OX 1 1 QW 

Tel: 01865 242561 Fax: 01865 202945 

Please visit our website: www.cccs.org.uk 


THE SPIRE TRUST 


Supporting Pupils In Religious Education 

‘You made all of Christianity more real 9 

'This has opened up our minds to the Christian way of life 9 

‘You really did make a difference 9 

The SPIRE Trust has been set up in response to teachers’ 
expressed needs. An interdenominational Christian charity, it 
provides Christian support for religious education and 
collective worship in secondary schools. „ 

It provides living Christians in secondary schools 

It provides spaces for faith and spiritual self-expression 

It provides conferences and workshops 

It challenges both believers and non-believers 

It adds value to citizenship, school assemblies and RE lessons 

It continues to work in the school and local community 

It encourages its donors to observe the work 

It has established a reputation of integrity and relevance 

It is highly cost-effective as it uses volunteers and local expertise 

It responds to specific needs 

It works beyond the constraints of the curriculum 

Its role is to educate, encourage and enable 

It monitors outcomes 

For further details please contact The SPIRE Trust, 76A St Marks Road, 

David H W Grubb: Chief Executive Henley-on-Thames, Oxon, RG9 1LW 

dgrubb@spiretrust.org.uk Tel: 01491 414 109 

Registered Charity No. 1067308 Company limited by Guarantee, No 3465252 


V 
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Advertisement Feature 


The SPIRE Trust 


The SPIRE Trust is an 
interdenominational Christian 
charity established to support 
secondary schools in providing a 
range of stimulating experiences 
of living Christian practice and 
values. 

The SPIRE Trust supports, it does not 
seek to preach. It was set up in 
response to the expressed needs of 
teachers who find it increasingly difficult 
to sustain spiritual experiences within a 
very demanding curriculum. In 
secondary schools ethics, morals and 


values are of course represented within 
the academic curriculum, but time 
specifically given to dialogue about such 
fundamental and influential forces is 
extremely limited. 

The number of teachers specifically 
trained in these areas has been 
reduced. 

Pupils driven by a formal curriculum and 
examination system simply have less 
and less involvement in exploring and 
celebrating spiritual values. 

Working with school pupils, teachers 
and specially trained local volunteers, 

The SPIRE Trust has begun to build up a 


regional network providing what schools, 
if left to their own devices, cannot. This 
may come in the form of supporting 
assemblies and RE and PSE lessons, in 
seminars and conferences, through 
visiting speakers from the worlds of 
science, the arts and sports, through 
visits and activities between lessons. 

The SPIRE Trust will provide not only a 
focus on faith but a way in which pupils 
can challenge, raise debate, encounter 
different views and build their own sense 
of self. 

There are currently four staff members, 
many active volunteers and many active 
pupils. Here are some of their 
comments: 

• '/ think you gave me some answers 


that I've been wondering about for a 
long time. ' 

• 'Our class talked a lot about the lesson 
afterwards so thanks for giving us a 
great experience. ' 

• 'You made all of Christianity more real, 
not just like a story-like image. I feel that 
I am starting to see the bigger picture. ' 

• '/ was surprised to find that being a 
Christian won't stop you from doing 
things that I think are fun. ' 

• 'This has opened up our minds to the 
Christian way of life. ' 

• 'It really meant something to me 
because it made me think about the 
world in a different way. ' 

• 'You really did make a difference' 
Please see our advertisement on the 
opposite page. 
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THE ABBEY SCHOOL 

OPEN EVENING 

SENIOR DEPARTMENT 

(Girls aged 10-18 years) 

Thursday 10 October 2002 

6.00 p.m. - 8.30 p.m. 

at The Abbey School, Kendrick Road, Reading 

Entrants welcome for the Year 6 - age 10-11 years, 
taught by specialist staff on the Senior Department 
site, as well as for main entry at Year 7, 
in September 2003. 

PARENTS AND PROSPECTIVE PUPILS 
MOST WELCOME 

The Abbey School has its own 
SCHOLARSHIPS and MUSIC AWARDS. 

Please telephone: 

0118 987 2256 for details. 

The Abbey School exists to educate academically able girls 
Registered Charity No. 309115 


Further details and application forms can be obtained from Mrs K M Winrow MA, 
Headteacher, Ranelagh School, Ranelagh Drive, Bracknell RG12 9DA. 

Closing date : Thursday 9 May 2002 


The LODGE TRUST 

The Lodge 
MARKET OVERTON 
Oakham 
Rutland LEI 5 7PL 
Telephone: 01572 767234 

The Lodge Trust provides a Christian 
home and place of work for adults 
with learning disabilities. 

Opportunities exist for enthusiastic, 
well motivated people to join our care 
support team. 

Registered Charity 
No 516835 


Fresh Fields Training 

Looking For a Change In Career? 

Low cost & fully inclusive-day seminars and 
weekend courses for those seeking a career in a 

CHARITY 

(Fundraising & Administrative Management) 
Next Weekend Courses 
Hampshire 17 - 19 May, 25 - 27 Oct 
Next 1 Dav Seminars 

London SW-15 June, Nr Bath-13 July, Henley-14 Sept 

Full details of our full programme, brochure and further 
information from Fresh Fields Training 
The Little House, Bath Road, Norton St. Philip, 
Somerset BA2 7LP. Tel: 01373 472469 
E-mail: meredith 194@ukonline.co.uk 
www.fft 1 .moonfruit.com 


Headteacher: Mrs K M Winrow. MA 

Tel No: 01344 421233 Fax: 01344 301811 


Head of Religious Education (MPS + 3) 

Required for September 2002, a well qualified and experienced teacher of RE able to lead 
and manage a strong department. 


The person appointed will be an excellent teacher with a proven track record, able to make a 
positive contribution to curriculum development and collective worship in the school as well 
as developing links with local parishes and other faith communities. 


Ranelagh is a coeducational, comprehensive school (11 - 18 Voluntary Aided Anglican) which 
is oversubscribed and has an excellent reputation for academic achievement and a positive 
school ethos. The school received an excellent OFSTED report in 2001 , is a Beacon School 
and has Investors in People status. 


Religious Education is taught throughout the school, including Advanced Level. 


There are career and development opportunities for candidates with appropriate skills and 
experience. 


"A BETTER START DETERMINES A > 
BRIGHTER FUTURE" 

A LOCAL INDEPENDENT PREPARATORY SCHOOL 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 4-11 YEARS 

■ Excellent examination results, small classes 

■ Full curriculum including Music, Computing and 
Keyboard Skills and French, from age 5 

■ Good sporting facilities, including swimming pool. 

Sporting fixtures with other schools 

■ Extra curricular activities include pottery, short tennis, 
cookery, judo and drama 

■ Delightful rural setting 

THE MILL SCHOOL 

Potteme, Devizes, Wilts SN10 5TE 

Phone/ Fax: (01380) 723011 


DYSLEXIC? 

YOU DON'T HAVE 
TO STRUGGLE 

Try Something Different! 
email: farmer@dyslexia-uk.org 
www.dyslexia-uk.org 



The Anglican 
Pacifist 
Fellowship 



believes that profession of faith in Jesus 
Christ requires the repudiation of all war. 
We seek to witness to this belief within 
the Anglican Communion at all levels 
from parish to Lambeth Conference. 

Information from Anglican Pacifist 
Fellowship, 1 1 Weavers End, Hanslope, 
Milton Keynes MK19 7PA, UK 

Tel: 01666 825249 

A Registered Charity No. 209610 


OUR LADY S 
CONVENT 


founded in Abingdon in 1860 
by the Sisters of Mercy 



SENIOR SCHOOL 

for 360+ Girls aged 11-18 
Radley Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 3PS 

Tel: 01235 524658 

• High academic standards 

• Caring Christian environment 

• Small classes 

• Bus network 

• Extended art centre 

• Excellent ICT equipment 

• Indoor swimming pool 

• Attractive Sixth Form Centre 

INFANT & JUNIOR DAY SCHOOL 

for Girls and Boys aged 4-11 
St, Johns Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 2HB 

Tel: 01235 523147 
We welcome your enquiries 
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OXFORD DIOCESAN 
UNCONVENTIONAL BOOKING FORM 

Parish / Deanery / other affiliation 

Title Name 1 M / F I Age if under 18 1 

The name you wish to appear on your name badge 

Address 


Post Code 
Fax 


Telephone 
_ Email _ 


Dietary requirements 
Disability needs 


r 

Wed 10th July 

Thur 11th July 

Fri 12th July 

Sat 13th July 

TOTAL 

Attendance £30 Thu/Fri 
(per day) 

£25 Sat 






Friday night live 

£5 if not attending Thu / Fri | 





Lunch £8 



If B&B Booked 


Evening Meal £10 





Bed & Breakfast £20 





Creche £12 (£6 half day) 






TOTAL 

V 





7 


Please indicate age of child requiring Creche facility 

OPTIONS TO BE BOOKED FOR THURSDAY AND FRIDAY 

Please indicate your chosen Track for each day. You may chose a different Track for each day or repeat the 
Track with different selections of Seminar and Workshops. To book a Seminar or Workshop, enter the title 
and booking code listed in the centre pages of this supplement into the form below. Note that the Workshops 
for Tracks 1 and 4 will be booked on the day and therefore do not have booking codes. The programme for 
Tracks 3 and 4 will be repeated on Friday whilst the programme for Tracks 1 and 2 will be different on each 
day. Please read the notes at the start of the information on Track 2 regarding Workshop selection carefully if 
you are booking Track 2. 

THE SATURDAY PROGRAMME 

To help with planning please indicate your probable preferences for Themes on the Saturday. 


THURSDAY 

Track 


Seminar 


Workshop 1 


Workshop 2 

j 


FRIDAY 


Choose any 2 of the 
following 10 seminars 

Track 


John Bell 


Seminar 


Jerome Berriman 


Workshop 1 


Lavinia Byrne 


Workshop 2 

J 

John Drane 



(FRIDAY NIGHT 

Karl Moore 


God's not Dead 
Video Project 


Daleep Mukarji 


Arthur Peacock 


Tony Campolo 


Keith Ward 


Jill Garrett 

V 


Tom Wright 

V 

- 


SATURDAY 

Various activities will take place 
throughout the day including 


Archbishop of 
Canterbury 


Tony Campolo 


Joel Edwards 


Choose either or both of 
the following options 


It would be helpful if you could 
indicate your probable preferences 
for Themes on the Saturday. 


Life and 
Communities 


Life and 
Spirituality 


Life and 
Technology 


Life and 
the World 


Please tick 2 Themes 


I wish to take part in the final Eucharist as a musician/singer. [YES/N01 

Instrument Played 

[Soprano /Alto / Tenor/ Bassl (delete as appropriate) 

I enclose cheque for made payable to ODBF 

Signature Date 

Please complete one form for every person coming and return completed form/s to: Oxford 
Diocesan Convention, 5 Bainbridge Road, Calcott, Reading RG31 7 BE. 


11.15 - 12 . 15 : 

The Archbishop of 
Canterbury : ‘Courageous 
Leadership in Changing 
Times’. 


The three main events 

1 . 45 - 2 . 45 : * 4 . 30 - 6 . 00 : 


Tony Campolo : 
‘Evangelism in Changing 
Times’. 


The Convention 
Eucharist with Bishop 
Richard Harries , cele- 
brant and preacher. 


A galaxy of seminars 

Get your unconventional Saturday off to a flying start with one of these seminars at 10am 


Joel Edwards - Director 
of the Evangelical 
Alliance. 

Lavinia Byrne - Writer 
and Broadcaster on issues 
of the spirit. 

John Bell - from the Iona 
Community and Wild 
Goose Worship. 


Jerome Berriman - 
author of ‘Godly Play: 
Discovering Childlike 
Communication’. 
Anglican Youth 
Fellowship Choir - come 
and share African wor- 
ship and witness. 

Bishop Mike Hill - who 
knows what he will talk 
about?! 


Karl Moore - an 
acknowledged world 
expert on Leadership in 
Change. 

Monsignor Kevin 
McDonald - Roman 
Catholic Bishop of 
Northampton and expert 
on inter-faith and ecu- 
menical issues. 


And much, much more . . . 

A vast range of other unconventional attractions will run throughout the day, including 
the following activities, workshops and seminars 


Keith Ward - Christians’ 
relationships with other 
faiths post 1 1 Sept. 
Arthur Peacocke - the 
end of all our exploring: 
From Science towarcfe^^ 
God. 

Tom Wrighp£% ubverting 
the cultunsgsyith St Paul. 
Jeremy bpjffitineau - rural 
issues. 

Richard JJpbbard - 
music wi tfapaj: musicians. 
Danny Sui 
Director of 

Bishop Dominic af 
the ministry of healing 4 
John Rees - implications 
of disability legislation 
for our life. 



locesan 


Taize-style worship 
Bishop Itumeleng - from 
our link Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman 
Daleep Makutjt ***'«»'■* 

^l^fefristian Aid. 

Rock Mass 

Gordon Gatward - the 
Arthur Rank Centre for 
Rural Issi^ 

‘The MacDc^Imzation 
of the Church’. 

A superb handbell group 
from the USA 

on Guillebaud - o 
ork aroun<£tl 
Great Lakes in Africa. 
Build your parish web- 
site 



The Labyrinth — a spiri- 
tual experience in travel- 
ling life’s road 
Life in a Mongolian Yurt 
The Holy Fools - 
Oowning and the Gospel 


Plus a wide range of 
workshops on^gSic, 
worship, spirituSmy, the 
World Churchj^tar 
future, work anaeco- 
nomic climate, 

t4t%^3 , Avbr k i ng 
orts of groups 
he church and in the 
community. v 


What’s available for children and young people? 

There Is a creche for under fives. Otherwise, there will be suitable things for children 
and young people within the main programme without running a special children's pro- 
gramme. Families should look at the programme and work out how they can get the 
best from the things on offer. 

Some examples of activities which would be especially relevant to young people are 
Trade and Justice activities', shanty building, Unfair Football and the 'God's Not Dead' 
video project. 


Please tell me more. 

A full brochure for Saturday @ unconventional will be sent to everyone coming three 
weeks before the event. This brochure will contain everything you need to plan your day 
before you arrive, including site maps, timetables and locations of the various work- 
shops and seminars. 

You do not need to book in advance for particular events for the Saturday programme. 


Travelling and parking 

Most parking will be away off site, but only about 10 minutes brisk walk away. There 
will be some 'park and ride' facilities, but the organisers want to encourage those who 
can to take the exercise! If you can arrange a coach from your area, or at least 
arrange car sharing, then it will ease congestion and parking problems. 

The train station is only ten minutes walk from the Abbey, on the flat and this might 
be the easiest and most environmentally friendly way to get to unconventional for some 
people. 

At first, the site is quite complicated so arrive early to make sure that you have time 
to find the things you want to go to. 


Eating and drinking 

The organisers expect most people to bring their own packed lunch. Bring and Share 
for 3,500 people might have been possible for Jesus but not for the unconventional 
committee! Packed lunches will be provided for those attending the convention resi- 
dential ly. There will also be limited mobile food vendors on the site. 


There is an online booking service for the Convention at www.oxfordanglican.org/convention/ Information 
from this form will be fed into that system. You are most welcome to book directly on the web, where you can 
see at a glance whether there are still places available on your chosen seminars and workshops. A list of sem- 
inars and workshops also appeared in the February 2002 DOOR. If you have difficulty obtaining a copy of 
this and cannot access the web, please ring The DOOR office on 01865 208227. 


How to book 



Booking can be done on-line at www.oxford.anglican.org/convention/ or by filling in 
the booking form opposite. Bursaries are available towards the cost of the conven- 
tion for those who need help. To apply for these, contact your Area Dean. 
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When a son comes out 


THIS small book offers a series 
of meditations by Jacqueline 
Ley after learning that her son 
is gay. Beginning with a state- 
ment from her son, and an 
introduction, the meditations 
are in three sections, each divid- 
ed into five steps. This corre- 
sponds to the advice that in 
coming to terms with a crisis, 
one step at a time is enough. 

The first section covers ‘The 
Journey to Solid Ground’ 
recording the shock of disclo- 
sure, and the help of personal 
faith in coming to terms with her 
own love for her son, and recog- 
nition of his value to God as he 
is. It ends with a meditation of 
Jesus’ love for those who are vul- 
nerable, and the plight of many 
homosexuals who are harrassed 
and outcast by fellow Christians. 

Secondly ‘The Journey to 
Surrendered Responsibility’ 
explores sin and judgement, a 
parent’s guilt for her son’s ori- 
entation, anxiety for the future, 
accepting a sense of bereave- 
ment as dreams of grandparent- 
hood fade. Thirdly in ‘The 
Journey Inward’ she recognises 
her own spiritual needs in root- 
ing out personal homophobia, 
acknowledging her hurt and 
anger; learning to accept the sit- 
uation, accepting that her son 
might suffer because of ‘coming 
out’. A final section deals with 
the need to recognise that her son 
will always be supported by God 
whatever the difficulties of his life. 


This is a brave book, especially 
as this is an emotive subject. It 
highlights that even committed 
Christians are homosexual and 
that recognition of that affects 
their families too. The emotions, 
reactions and fears expressed by 
this mother are very real for 
other parents, too. From shock, 
fear and anxiety the mood 
moves to acceptance that James 
is still the same person as before, 
still loved by God and, despite 
her previous opinions, still loved 
by his mothei; no matter what. 

It is a useful book especially to 
parents who have recently expe- 
rienced a child’s ‘coming out’. It 
does not however address two 
core issues. There is no accep- 
tance that her son’s sexuality 
could be blessed or affirmed - it 
is seen as something to regret 
and reluctantly assimilate. 
Neither is there any expressed 
thought on a parent’s reaction 
were James to find a partner 
and commit to a relationship. It 
is easier to accept orientation, 
harder to come to terms with or 
avoid denial of its consequences. 

Jo Saunders 
Jo Saunders in the Diocesan 
Social Responsibility Officer 

NO ORDINARY 
CHILD 

JACQUUNE LEY 
WILD GOOSE PUB- 
LICATIONS £7.99 



Living with Shattered Dreams 


WOVEN in this rich tapestry, 
the author shares the 11 
painful years of her daughter 
Julia's struggle with ME, her 
spiritual thoughts and strug- 
gles and Julia's poetry. 

The more I read the more I iden- 
tified with riding the roller coaster 
of emotions when living with the 
peaks and troughs of M E, the pain 
of watching your loved one's suf- 
fering and the effect on the rest of 
the family, the crying and sadness, 
the exhaustion of being a carer, the 
soul searching questions 'why us?' 
and how long is this going on for?' 

But through all the agony when 
their faith is tested to the limit, the 
author finds laughter, is sent spe- 
cial people at the right time and 
treasures the small things which 
compensate for Julia's shattered 
dreams of foregoing a nursing 
career and a normal, healthy life. 


She repeatedly finds that God's 
strength is made perfect in 
weakness and God will not let us 
down however desperate we 
become. Julia's family are a won- 
derful example of trusting God. I 
strongly recommend this book. 
It gives much practical and spir- 
itual advice, not just for those 
with ME but for anyone living 
through a shattered life or cop- 
ing with what life throws at us! 

Juliet Ralph 

Juliet is the Administrator in the 
Training department at Diocesan 
Church House. Her daughter had ME 
for two years from the age of eight. 



SHATTERED 


DREAMS 


CHRISTINE LEDGER 

~tfn 

WORD FOR LIFE 

f T K 

TRUST £6.99 


The spirituality of Potterdom 


WHAT are we to make of 
Harry Potter? This question 
is increasingly of impor- 
tance to many Christians 
and rightly so if the church 
is engaging with the wider 
world. Unfortunately, dis- 
cussions on the subject 
often produce more heat 
than light. It is, therefore, 
helpful not only to have 
read the books and thought 
about them before com- 
menting but perhaps to 
know something about how 
Christians have been 


Andrew 

Goddard writes 


Houghton’s A Closer 
Look at Harry Potter 
(Kings way,) helpfully draws 
on the author’s own knowl- 
edge as a Christian author 
of fantasy literature. By 
making people aware of the 
nature of this genre it seeks 
to help Christian parents 


this further with their excel- 
lent Connect Bible Studies 
series and a booklet enti- 
tled, What does the Bible 
say about Harry Potter? 
(downloaded free from 
www.connectbiblestudies.com. 
Focussing on the fourth 
book in the series (Harry 
Potter and the Goblet of 
Fire) this has four studies 
for groups of Christians, on 
magic, adolescence, ambi- 
tion, and good and evil, 
which bring together 
Biblical teaching and reflec- 
tion on Harry Potter in an 
original and stimulating 



respond- 
ing. There 
are now a 
number of 
resources for those 
interested in finding out 
more. 

Many 
Christians 
are sceptical 

if not outright hostile to the 
books because they are seen 
as linked to witchcraft and 
in danger of drawing read- 
ers into dangerous occult 
practices. The most notable 
defence of this view is 
Richard Abanes’ Harry 
Potter and the Bible: The 
Menace Behind the Magick 
(Horizon Books, 
www.abanes.com). 

Although this viewpoint is 
most prominent in North 
America (the book origi- 
nates from there) it has 
gained prominence in this 
country through being rec- 
ommended by the Revd Dr 
Mark Stibbe, a leading 
charismatic Anglican Vicar. 
Rowling has admitted that 
a small part of her magical 
world does take and rework 
magic traditions (most obvi- 
ously Nicholas Flamel and 
the Philosophers Stone) and 
this book highlights these 
elements and points to 
other features of the books 
some Christians might find 
disturbing. 

Two other books provide 
a more balanced introduc- 
tion to the issues. John 


under- 
stand the 
issues 
and 

decide for 
themselves whether they 
wish their children to read 
the books. A similar 
approach is found in 
Connie Neal’s longer book, 
What’s A Christian to Do 
With Harry Potter? 
(Waterbrook Press). 

Other Christians have 
been much more positive 
about the books and the 
opportunities they can pro- 
vide to think through 
important questions about 
life. Philip Plyming’s book- 
let in the Grove Spirituality 
series, Harry Potter and the 
Meaning of Life , (Grove 
Books) examines four cen- 
tral themes: transformation 
of character, choices, good 
and evil, and relationships. 
It discusses them in relation 
to contemporary culture 
and examines how the 
books’ approach can be 
related (sometimes positive- 
ly, sometimes more critical- 
ly) to Christian spirituality. 
Scripture Union have taken 


Finally, 
the 

fullest, 
and to 
my mind 
best, discus- 
sion is found 
in A Charmed 
Life: The 
Spirituality of 
Potterworld (DLT) written 
by the Revd Dr Francis 
Bridger, Principal of Trinity 
College, Bristol. This short 
and readable book, which 
has thankfully found its 
way beyond the world of 
Christian bookshops, opens 
with helpful discussions of 
Christian concerns and the 
attraction of the books. Its 
heart is in the thought-pro- 
voking chapters on the 
moral universe, theology 
and metaphysics of the 
books. Here, although not 
uncritical, Bridger offers a 
careful analysis of these 
themes and their resonances 
with a Christian worldview, 
seeing in the books ‘an 
opening door to the 
Gospel’. 


Dr Andrew Goddard teaches 
Christian Ethics at Wycliffe 
Hall, Oxford and tutors for 
the Faith, Politics and Public 
Policy Course at Sarum 
College Salisbury. 


Summer Strawberry, 
Orange and Cream Jelly 

by cookery writer Ann Way 


AS MOST of you know I love 
making up my own recipes. 
Over these past weeks we have 
had such unusual weather it has 
often seemed more like summer 
and our thoughts have turned 
to meals outside with BBQ’s 
and something fruity and light 
afterwards. Some members of 
our Hughenden Church have 
regularly invited people on their 
own on Sundays to bring and 
share luncheon with them. I 
think this sweet would be a 
lovely pudding to share at social 
gatherings. 


Ingredients 

1 large navel orange 
1/4 lb hulled strawberries 
1 teasp. rounded, of castor sugar 
1/4 pint of boiling water 
1 packet of 
strawberry 
jeUy 

1 fluid oz * ' 
of whipping cream 

2 tablespoons of creme fraiche 
(or use Greek yoghurt) 



Method 

Melt the strawberry jelly in the 
hot water. If you have a 
microwave it only takes two 
minutes on high. Cut the navel 
orange by taking off the top 
third of the fruit and squeezing 
the juice into the melted jelly, 
then with a sharp serrated knife 
cut the rind off the rest of the 
orange. Remove any remaining 
pith and then cut between the 
segments so all you get is fruit 
without the separating skins. 
Squeeze the juice from the rinds 
and the centre into the jelly, stir 
and then pour a little into the 
bottom of the jelly mould. 
Decorate with a few segments of 
orange or a strawberry cut into 
six slices long ways. Place in the 
coldest part of your fridge and 
let it set. 

Chop the remaining orange 
pieces and the strawberries into 
fairly small lumps and sprinkle 
the strawberries with the castor 
sugar Whip the cream until stiff 
and mix in the creme fraiche or 
yoghurt until well blended. 
Remove the set jelly from the 
fridge and mix the remaining fruit 
into the unset part of the jelly and 
stir in the cream. When it is all 
smoothly blended pour into the 
jelly mould and leave it to set. 
When turned out it really looks 
pretty and is delicious to taste. 



Ground Floor: Split level sitting room/dining room • Fully fitted 
kitchen ‘Twin bedded room with en-suite bathroom 
♦Terrace and plunge pool overlooking Flamingo Lake 
First Floor: One kingsize double bedroom * One twin bedded 
room * Bathroom • Small terrace and housing for washing 
machine • Steps to roof terrace 

The villa overlooks the tennis centre, there are two golf courses, a 
driving range, plus supermarket, restaurants, children's play 
grounds, swimming pools and miles of sandy beaches 




Competitive prices according to season 
Please call 
Ian or Judith 
Carter 

01372 378270 
for further 
information or 
reservations 


Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony and 
celebration 


Ordination Stoles 

and all embroidered vestments 
and furnishings including Altar 
F rontals and Banners. 
Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 

Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 


P lease contact: 

Christine Donaldson, OPUS, 75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham MK18 1LU Tel: 01280 823132 



please ring 

Sue Medcatf 


www.temnlecare.com 

Changing lives & lifestyle 
with herbal & natural 
health giving nutritional 
products for inner & 
outer health programmes 
for individual weight 
loss/gain & vitality 
Call: 01628 638171 
Aithirisel HUE distrllitirs 


DAVID WASICTma ATC DpAD K 

Designer/Artist in Stained Glass 

CONSERVATOR AND RESTORATION SPECIALIST 

Telephone/Facsimile: 

01494 773712 



British and Irish Association 
for Mission Studies 


Day Conference 2002 


“Faith In the World After 11 September” 

Wed. 11 September 
Carrs Lane Church Centre, Birmingham 
10.30am - 4.00pm 

Members £12/ Non-members £12 (Cone, available) 
Further details from: 

BIAMS, Henry Martyn Centre, 
Westminster College, Cambridge CB3 OAA 

Tel: 01223 741088; Fax: 01223 741089 

Email: acc34@cam.ac.uk 
www.martynmission.cam.ac.uk/biams 


Make posters 

to attract attention to your church - 

this book will show you howl 

"Prepare the Way with Posters’ ' 

by Yvonne Coppock, price £8.99 

Available post-free from: 

POSTERS PLUS 

Tel: 01534-737171 
Email: ycoppock@localdial.com 


VOLUNTEER HOST FAMILIES NEEDED 

to host international students while they study in local 
high schools and become members of your community 


Diverse countries, cultures, beliefs.. .an opportunity for 
sharing, learning and building bridges between people 
from opposite sides of the world 


AFS is the global charity 
dedicated to peace through 
intercultural learning 


0113 242 6136 



Website: www.afsuk.org Email: info-unitedkingdom@afs.org 
Registered charity number 284174 




World Church 


the Door closes 


Houses built on the rock 

How Geoffrey Richardson from Garsington near Oxford is 
helping to house a village of ‘untouchables’ in Southern India: 


IN January 2001 I spent five 
weeks in South India. Starting 
from Old Goa, I travelled to 
Bangalore in Karnataka State - 
then on to Madurai in Tamil 
Nadu and on to the village con- 
vent of Kamankallur. 

Three sisters from the convent 
regularly visit a remote village 
of Dalit people on top of a rock, 
where they fled to safety some 
years ago. The Dalit or 



‘untouchables’ are the lowest 
and uneducated caste, and even 
today are not accepted into 
temples and religious places. 
The Government gave them a 
piece of land but no money. 

I was deeply touched by 
their poverty and decided to 
raise money to re-house 
them. So far this year the vil- 
lagers have built six new 
houses each costing £600. A 
further six brick and con- 
crete houses will be built as 
soon as materials arrive. 
However, they still need 
£3000 for three more houses 
and the nursery to complete 
the village. 

There is little or no work for 
these people. A day’s work for 
women is 30 rupees - less than 
5 Op - men get 60 rupees - 
under £l. A little financial help 
goes a very long way and any 
support would be most useful. 
Further details from Geoffrey 
Richardson on 01865 774526 
Email Greccio@lineone.net 


And Sharing life with Uganda 


BROUGHTON cum Filkins 
was first linked with 
Bukonje, a parish in the 
town of lhanda in the west- 
ern part of Uganda thanks to 
the encouragement of Canon 
Judith Mount then our asso- 
ciate priest. 

Our contact was the Revd 
George Nkoba of the 
Anglican Church of Uganda 
who made us aware of the 
poor conditions in their 
schools , particularly the 
Nyakatukura primary 

school, and the plight of 
AIDS orphans. So when the 
Bishop of Dorchester invited 
parishes to propose two 
‘ Sharing Life ’ projects we 
decided to raise the level of 
our support for Ibanda. 

Our parish raised funds for 
cement floors in the school 
and to support about 20 
orphans. Before sending 
more funds I volunteered to 
go and see how the money 
was being spent. I found a 
country whose poverty was 


unimaginable. I stayed with 
George and his wife and we 
visited four schools of which 
he is governor and wor- 
shipped at the parish church. 

I was appalled by the plight 
of the orphans' guardians. 
They were often grandpar- 
ents worn out from a lifetime 
of subsistence farming with- 
out means to support them- 
selves, let alone numbers of 
young children. 

It was humbling to be 
received so joyfully by people 
with so little. Alone we can- 
not solve the problems of 
Africa but through our giving 
linked to education, we may be 
able to break the cycle of pover- 
ty and to give these children a 
chance in life. 

Chris Bristow 
If you want to help It costs £25 a 
year to keep an orphan in school and 
there are more than 100 at each of the 
schools. If you would like to help them, 
please send a cheque payable to 'PCC 
Broughton cum Filkins (Uganda) 7 to 
Diane Blackett, 4 Burford Road, 
Filkins, Lechlade, GL7 3JJ. 


Saving lives with £1 2 

Churches in the Reading Area have joined together in 'Reading 3000’ to help rebuild Mozambique after the floods.lt began when 
Neil Applegate, a school chaplain, heard how some poor South African Christians were coming to the aid of their neighbours 



MOZAMBIQUE is one of the 

world’s poorest countries. 
More than 90% of 
Mozambiquans live on less 
than 66 pence per day - the 
World Bank’s measure of 
absolute poverty. And 65% 
have less than 36p per day. 

In March 2000 flooding 
along the Limpopo valley in 
Southern Mozambique was the 
worst for 150 years, killing 700 
and making 550,000 homeless. 
We saw the pictures on our TV 
screens - people being rescued 
by helicopter and a baby bom 
in a tree above the raging 
waters. 

The floods moved a group of 
black South African Christians 
to help their neighbours in 
Mozambique. Although poor 
themselves and already com- 
mitted to a major church and 
community growth project in 
South Africa, they stepped out 
in faith to commit themselves 
to setting up camps for the 
homeless, providing clothing, 
food, shelter, education, med- 
ical care and spiritual comfort. 
The result was ‘Hope for 
Africa’ led by the Revd 
Hendrick Mahlangu - a suc- 
cessful South African business- 
man who became a Christian 
some years ago and who had 
already established a church in 
Chokwe, Southern 

Mozambique, before the floods 
of last year. 

Dr Neil Applegate, 
Chaplain of Reading School, 
heard about Hope for Africa 
through his connection with 
‘WorldShare’, a Christian 
charity helping to support 
local mission. He had a vision 
of the twinning of Greater 
Reading churches with those 
in Southern Mozambique. 
His aim was for all the 
churches and projects to 
become self-supporting with- 
in five years though financial 
support would be needed in 


the interim. Neil’s vision is to 
invite 3000 Christians in the 
greater Reading area to give 
just £12 per year for five years 
to underpin this exciting and 
truly holistic model of faith 
and hard work. The money is 
being channelled through 
WorldShare and Neil is con- 
vinced that support for 
Mozambique should not 
affect in any way other vital 
mission projects being carried 
out by the churches in the 
Reading area. 

When Hendrick Mahlangu, 
recently visited Reading to 
thank the town for its concern, 


he presented the mayor with a 
traditional African drum, an 
African way of sending a mes- 
sage. Mr Mahlangu told the 
mayor that when the spotlight 
shifts to subsequent disasters, 
the work of redevelopment 
collapses and the good that 
was achieved with initial 
donations is lost. In this case 
because the people of Reading 
are committed to help for a 
longer period a real hope can 
be given to these people. New 
homes are being built, skills 
training given, agriculture 
redeveloped and schools, clin- 
ics and orphanages established. 


In the last 12 months the pro- 
ject has moved into an impor- 
tant development phase, 
assisted by WorldShare and 
Tear Fund. Construction of 
new homes, a clinic, an 
orphanage and Bible Schools 
are well under way. The 
Mozambiquan President 
Chisano heard about this 
remarkable Christian work 
and paid a surprise visit to the 
projects with 1 1 cabinet min- 
isters. As a result the 
Government then gave them 
more land. A large-scale 
farming project and an 
income-generating maize 
milling project and bakery are 
being developed and special 
women’s programmes have 
begun. The original church 
has now become five as more 
people hear the Gospel 
preached and give their lives to 
Christ. Other governments in 
Africa have expressed great 
interest in this dynamic devel- 
opment. 

Neil Applegate and his wife 
have visited Mozambique for 
themselves to look at the 
projects and and there are 
plans for a group visit from 
Reading in July 2003. 

The Reading 3000 website is 
<www.reading3000.org> and you 
can contact Neil Applegate on 
0118 9261678. This article is based 
on an article by Jan Blakeley for the 
'Caversham Bridge 7 . 

ABOUT THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
(Top) Hendrick and Evelyn 
Mahlangu make a presen- 
tation from the people of 
Mozambique to the Mayor 
of Reading; (below left to 
right) Orphans in 
Chiquelane village and a 
milling machine provided 
by Reading 3000. ( Bottom } 
The Reading 3000 working 
group with the Mahlangus. 
Dr Applegate is on the left. 
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Altar Linen • Albs • Banners - Birettas - Cassocks - Chasubles - Copes 
- Cloaks - Choir Robes - Cottas - Dalmatics - Damasks - Episcopal 
Robes - Frontals - Palls - Frock Coats - Humeral Veils - Housling Cloths 
- Icons - Incense - Jabots - Kneelers - Maniples - Mitres - Nativity Sets 
* Organists' Robes * Prayer Scarves - Pyx - Readers Robes - Ruffs 
- Stoles - Surplices - Thuribles - Tunides - Vergers' Gowns 


CROFT DESIGN 


See us at Stand No. G42 - National Christian Resource 
Exhibition, Sandown Park 14th - 17th May 2002 

2, The Bull Ring, Much Wenlock 
Shropshire TF13 6HS 
Tel/Fax: 01952 727632 
www.croftdesign.co.uk 


TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL Ft FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 


PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of 
supplying to churches. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725) 518428 or 
(07889) 247960 


The Divine Difference 

‘If you love me, you will 
keep my commandments. 
And I will ask the Father, 
and he will give you another 
Advocate, to be with you 
for ever. This is the Spirit of 
truth . . . * John 14:15 
AS Christians celebrate 
Pentecost, they will be thank- 
ing God for this very gift, the 
Spirit of truth, the Holy Spirit 
of God. In these Upper Room 
discourses of John’s Gospel the 
Spirit is given the mysterious 
title ‘Parakletos’, a notoriously 
difficult Greek word to trans- 
late - so notorious that the 
New Jerusalem Bible simply 
anglicizes it to ‘Paraclete’. 
Others offer us ‘Comforter’, 
‘Helper’, ‘Counsellor’, oi; as 
here in the NRSV, ‘Advocate’. 
As the Holy Spirit is not simply 
an optional extra in the ljfe of 
the world, but the very power and 
presence of God, it’s probably 
worth reflecting for a moment on 
the word’s true meaning. 

Literally, parakletos means 
‘called alongside’. We are 



by David Winter 


THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 


familiar with the prefix ‘para’ - 
as in ‘paramedic’, someone 
called alongside the medics to 
help. In much the same way, 
Parakletos is one called along- 
side to help us - hence the 
translation ‘Helper’. The Holy 
Spirit is indeed our ‘helper’, as 
many of us can testify from 
times of need or distress. He 
(or she, ‘spirit’ is neuter in 
Greek, but the Hebrew word is 
feminine - gender doesn’t 
come into it!) is God’s gift to 


Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism, a 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including With Jesus in the 

Upper Room (BRF, £6.99) on the 
Upper Room discourses. 


the Christian and to the 
Church as divine assistance. 
The Spirit is also our 
‘Advocate’ - one who stands 
by us and pleads our cause, 
and our ‘Counsellor’, one who 
advises and guides us. The 
deep truth -is that the Spirit is 
given by God to the Church to 
be the ‘Divine Difference’. It is 
the Spirit of God who turns 
seekers into believers and 
believers into disciples. It is the 
Spirit of God who turns 
shrines into churches, concerts 
into worship, words into 
prayers, lectures into sermons, 
duty into joy, sinners into 
saints. Without him the 
Church is helpless and irrele- 
vant, simply one philosophy 
among many, a hobby or pur- 
suit on a level with bird-watch- 
ing or gardening. With the 
Spirit of God, given to those 
who love Christ and obey his 
new commandment to ‘love 
one another’, anything and 
everything is possible. ‘Come, 
Holy Spirit of God, and make 
the divine difference in my life, 
and the life of our Church!’ 




